
       

 Dear Sir Knights, 

 I first would like to take time to thank you for the faith you have 

given me in selecting me to be your new Grand Commander. This is a 

great honor to me and I don’t take it lightly. I will endeavor to work 

diligently to advance Templary in South Dakota and hope you will come 

along as we take this journey together. We have had a long road that we 

have travelled, and the journey is not over.  

 I will not dwell on the past and “how it used to be.” I look on our 

past with pride for the accomplishments our forbearers have achieved. 

Knights Templar has succeeded in creating the world-renowned Knight 

Templar Eye Foundation. A foundation that is fighting child blindness 

and many other diseases and winning. As a professional in the optical 

industry I see the effects of the many diseases that effect children. It’s 

heart breaking to experience the struggle they have every day. We take 

for granted the simple ability of sight. But, if you think about the many 

activities a child has in just a day, you would see that sight is a necessity. 

Imagine when you were a child, and you couldn’t play on the money bars 

or play tag with your friends. Imagine not being to play baseball or 

basketball with your friends after school. Imagine not knowing what the 

color of the sky is or not even knowing what the color blue is. These are 

struggles that children are facing every day. If we think about those 

struggles and relate them to our own lives, would we be able to be 

where we are today?  

 I’m not asking for your donation today, but I am asking you to 

consider it when your dues notice comes in the next month or two.  

You can make a difference by adding just $5 to your dues to be given to 
the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. If we all did so, our combined 
effort would make a difference in children’s lives. We hear a lot about 
the good our brothers in the Shrine are doing for children. But, did you 
know our efforts are making just as big of a difference? 
 
 Finally, I talked before about the journey we are on. As I said it is 
a long road ahead. I will tell you that I was disappointed with the turn 
out of Knights Templar from South Dakota at our annual meeting. I 
understand that it can be boring because of the “have to dos.” But, there 
are many Sir Knights who work diligently to bring entertaining aspects to 
the Grand Session. Did you know we have a Holy Rollers Degree? You 
don’t have to be a cigar smoker to enjoy it. Actually, there are several 
members throughout the years that join but don’t partake. It is the 
comradery and merriment that makes this event so much fun! We have 
a wonderful “degree” that is entertaining and even educational. If that 
doesn’t interest you, then you might be interested in the Thrice 
Illustrious Master or the Order of the High Priest. Both degrees are given 
to those who have served as either an Illustrious Master or High Priest, 
respectively in their home Council or Chapter. The degree is very 
educational and is an opportunity to learn more light. 
 
 The point I’m trying to make is the Grand Session is not just 
about “getting the business done.” We want you to learn something 
while your there. We have taken great pains to make YOUR Grand 
Session an event that is worth attending. So this next year consider 
seeing what all the buzz is about and come experience it for yourself! 
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