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Greetings Fraters! 
 
As promised, the recap of the Triennial Session of the Grand 
Encampment!  (Apologies to those of you who read this in the 
FOCUS.)  First and probably most importantly, we elected our own 
Department Commander, SK Jeff Bolstad, to be our new Grand 
Captain General.  SK Bolstad was elected from a field of four on 
the first ballot.  Congratulations SK Jeff!  SK Jeff Nelson was 
elected Grand Master, SK Mike Johnson was elected Deputy 
Grand Master, and SK Dave Kussman was elected Grand 
Generalissimo.  SK Bobby Simmons was re-elected Grand 
Treasurer and SR Larry Tucker was re-elected our Grand 
Recorder. 
 
There were 12 Resolutions submitted for consideration by the 
Delegates.  #1, dealing with Templar expansion into areas not 
currently served, passed.  #2 which would have dropped the “of the 
United States of America” from the name of the Grand 
Encampment failed.  #3 which would have allowed expansion into 
France failed.  #4 and #5 dealt with the size of the quorum to open 
a Commandery.  #4 which set the minimum at 5 failed.  #5, which 
had no minimum was amended to make the minimum no less than 
5, passed.  More on this one in a forthcoming General Order, but it 
helps us out a lot.  #6, 7, 8 & 9 all dealt with Past Grand 
Commanders being allowed to wear purple cords.  #6, 7 & 8 were 
all withdrawn by their proposers allowing our #9 to go forward and 
be passed.  #10, which dealt with the description of the Past 
Commander Shoulder Boards, passed.  #11 was withdrawn by the 
proposer prior to the start of the session.  #12 which dealt with the 
amount of mileage and per diem paid to Grand Encampment 
Officers and Committeemen, passed.  All of Grand Master 
Vaught’s decisions except #7 were affirmed.  Decision #7 was 
disallowed and overturned by the Delegates. 

 
Closer to home, another General Order will be issued soon 
appointing an Assistant Grand Treasurer just as General Order #2 
created an Assistant Grand Recorder.  Sir Knights, again this is not 
a reflection in any way on our elected Treasurer or Recorder, it is 
just doing due diligence and as insurance against our Grand 
Commandery ever having to go through what Grand Chapter 
experienced when SK Jeff Bartow was called home by Our Lord. 
 
For those of you who desire to switch to the collar devices from the 
“WASH” and Commandery number on your sleeves, I have spoken 
with Milford Commandery Store, the best source for the metal 
collar devices, and they have stocked in a good supply so any 
orders will be filled promptly.  The Milford Commandery Store 
contact information is found elsewhere in this edition of your KT 
Magazine. 
  
Our Grand Generalissimo, SK Richard Kovak, is busy putting 
together the presentation teams for the “Grand Master’s Class” 
coming up this fall on 17 November in Bremerton.  An installation 
conflict on this date has precluded several main-stay Sir Knights 
from being able to assist with the conferral of the Orders.  If you 
are able to do any of the key parts in the Orders, please give him a 
call and then any and all assistance you can so that the experience 
will be the best possible for our incoming Sir Knights. 
 
That's all for now.  As our thoughts turn to the fall work load and 
the upcoming holiday and election/installation season I pray that 
you continue to keep yourself dedicated to the work of our order 
and the mission of spreading the Light and Love of our Risen Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  I look forward to seeing you all on an upcoming 
Official Visit.  Remember, walk the walk as Soldiers of Christ! 
 
Matthew 6:33. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
SK ++Jeff Craig, REGC 
Grand Commandery 
Knights Templar of Washington 
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