
 

Grand Commander’s Message 
 
As we unpack and unwind from our Grand Sessions first and foremost let me 
say that I am honored, humbled, and privileged to serve as the Grand 
Commander for the upcoming year.  I again thank you for your vote of 
confidence for allowing me to serve you and represent Arizona Knights 
Templar.   This past weekend in Tucson was a little more streamlined and 
efficient then some I have attended over the years.  I’d personally like to thank 
REPGC Doug Robertson for his leadership, and paving the way to hopefully 
make my job a little easier.   
 
As Grand Commander, I had the honor and privilege of performing my first 
official visit immediately following our Grand Sessions in Tucson.  I was allowed 
to bring Fraternal greetings, representing the Arizona York Rite at the Arizona 
Job’s Daughters Formal Banquet.  This was hands down one of the best events I 
have ever attended and was amazed at what unfolded that night. There were 
representatives from each youth group: Rainbow, Job’s Daughters, and 
DeMolay.  Upon arrival, all of the members representing the various adult 
groups met with a group of young ladies who were running either for Miss 
Arizona or Junior Miss Arizona.  What a well-rounded, educated, polite and 
extremely well spoken group of young ladies that was.  I asked one particular 
young lady who informed me that she was 14 years of age and attends Bethel 
25 in Tucson.  I asked her what she wanted to be when she graduated and 
without hesitation she informed me that she was going to be President of the 
United States one day.  Believe me I did not expect to hear that.  I believe 2040 
will be her year, and I even may get a job as her Chief of Security one day.   All 
of these youth epitomize what we adults seem to have lost:  respect for one 
another, patience, proper manners and above all else, the spirit of service for 
others. I had the proud opportunity to present Miss Christine Hudson, Miss 
Arizona Job’s Daughter 2019, Miss Lucy Hanna, Grand Worthy Advisor of the 
International Order of Rainbow for Girls, and Mr. Chris Webber, State Master 
Councilor, Arizona DeMolay State Association with the Grand Commanders 
Distinguished Service Gold Medal for service above and beyond what is 
expected of them.  Each of these young people represents the youth groups 
and are true leaders in both their groups and within the community at large.  

It has been said over the years that the youth groups need adults as mentors 
and advisors.  After what I witnessed that night, I believe it is the adults who 
need mentoring and advisement from them.  I observed a portion of the 
decision process for the next Arizona Miss Arizona and Jr. Miss Arizona, and let 
me tell you we have it all wrong as adults. These young ladies support, 
encourage and assist each other and no matter who is chosen as their leader 
the others support and encourage the one chosen.  Although, I am certain 
there was personal disappointment, there were no egos, no resentment, only 
love and support. I witnessed a group of young adults, all excited for the other 
no matter what the result of the vetting process for the leadership position. I 
have been in this very room for many (and I use this word gingerly) adult 
Masonic functions and have never witnessed or experienced the positive 
energy like I did during this event.  I believe we could learn more from the 
youth than they can from us; they each practice civility, and above all else, 
respect for each other.   All three of the youth groups pledged their support to 
the Arizona York Rite, and on behalf of Arizona Grand Commandery, I pledged 
our support to them.  These young adults are our future, and from what I have 
witnessed, we are in good hands.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Darrell D. Mandrell 
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