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Greetings my Fellow Soldiers in Christ;

I started my last message talking about the 12 Best Medieval Knights. We talked about 
Saint George and Sir Galahad. The next Knight I find of the 12 best is Siegfried. Siegfried 
was a German Knight from the era of 1200CE, this knight is thought to be more myth 
than reality! and was supposedly based on an older German and Norse legend! But is 
very possibly inspired by a Frankish Knight from the 7th Century CE, and was one who 
fought courageously against the Romans in the first Century CE. Like Saint George, Sieg-
fried was a Knight who waged a battle against a dragon! Thus, it is said that like George, 
Siegfried was bathed in the Dragon’s Blood which made him immune to weapons! How-
ever, because a leaf was stuck to his back at the time he was covered with the Dragon’s 
blood, he had a small part of his back which was vulnerable! This German’s biggest chal-
lenge was to win the affection of “Kriemhild” a Gurgundian Princess. Unfortunately, she 
had a dream about her lover dying a violent death and as a result of this dream, vowed 
to never marry! So, all Siegfried’s Victories, Riches, and Dragon Slaying efforts were for 
naught! For she had no interest in him!
After all the fighting Siegfried had done for the Burgundian King’s Army. The Burgundian 
King “Gunther” fell in love with a beautiful queen by the name of “Brunhilde”, her rule 
was that she would only marry a man who could defeat her in battle! So, Gunther made 
a deal with Siegfried, that he would defeat Brunhilde in battle and trick her into thinking 
that King Gunther had been the one who won the fight! It is thought Siegfried had been 
able to do this by becoming invisible?? It was through this deceit that Gunther won 
Brunhilde’s hand! In turn Siegfried would then wed Kriemhild! Everything was fine until, 
the two women had a falling out and Kriemhild, revealed to Brunhilde the trick that was 
played on her! The King then became enraged and had one of his men “Hagen” kill Sieg-
fried on a hunting trip by exploiting the weak spot on his back! After performing such a 
dastardly deed Hagen was in turn killed by Kriemhild with Siegfried’s own sword! How 
Ironic a tale is this! Sir Knights this story does seem to be more fiction than fact! But I 
say any story that involves a dragon has some interest!
Our next historical Knight of the 12 best! Is “Robert Guiscard” “The Crafty” (1015-
1085CE) this knight was a Norman and fought the Byzantine and Arab empires, around 
the year 1057CE. Guiscard created his own Duchy in Southern Italy and Sicily. His claims 
to that territory were endorsed by the Pope! In 1059CE. At this point in time he was 
know as the Duke of Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily. Later in 1071 CE after a three-year 
siege, Guiscard gained control of Bari, and later Palermo in the year 1076 CE. Five years 
later in 1081 CE he took Corfu! Robert Guiscard soon after, defeated the Byzantine em-
peror “Alexios I Komnenos” at Dyracchion, Dalmatia, and later in 1084 CE the Venetian 

army.  Soon On his way to his biggest battle to date against Constantinople in 1085 CE 
he lost his life to TYPHOID!! And died not by the sword!  
Additionally, our next Knight of the “12 Best” is a knight by the name of Rodrigo Diaz de 
Vivar “El Cid”. El Cid lived from 1048-1099CE. The title El Cid is from the Arabic “assid” 
which means lord! He was a famous Spanish Knight! So famous in fact, even his sword 
was named “Tizona”. El Cid came onto the scene as Commander of the Armies of King 
Ferdinand I of Castile and Leon in the year 1065CE. El Cid did this at the tender young 
age of 22! After a problem arose between El Cid and another Commander in 1081CE, 
El Cid was exiled, and became a Commander for the Moorish King Al-Mu’tamin from 
1081-1085CE at Zaragoza. After his continued victories over other rival Moors for 10 
years, El Cid earned another nickname “El Campeador or “The Champion”. Eventually 
El Cid came to the realization that it would be more profitable to fight his own battles! 
Thus, in the year 1090CE he took Valencia! While he was considered to still represent 
King Alfonso VI, he was also a Ruler in his own Rite. General El Cid died in 1099CE, El Cid 
even planned and used his own funeral to ward off an Arab attack. As a result, Valencia 
warded off that Arab attack! However, Valencia within a years’ time fell to the Muslim 
Almoravids. El Cid was interred at the monastery of San Pedro in Castile. El Cid was 
so badly missed! Not only by his men, but even his horse “Bavieca” would never let 
another rider mount him again! El Cid was not forgotten in 1142CE a poem was written 
about him titled “Cantar del Mio Cid” or “Song of the Cid” Another fantastic story of 
knighthood in the early era!!
In Closing Sir Knights my officers and I are soon to begin our inspection season. Please 
Sir Knights support! Your Commandery! Show up! Your presence alone is an important 
way to support your Commandery!! Be supportive of all our York Rite bodies!

“Live Templary, Be of Service”
Michael E. Seamon, KTCH

Grand Commander

17th Annual Knights Patriot

Hamilton Commandery #5 will host the annual 
Knights Patriot program on Thursday, October 
19th at their asylum located at 3960 Main Street 
in Stratford.  The program will begin at 6:30pm 
and includes a multi-course dinner. 
Reservations are required as seating is limited. 
This program is open to Sir Knights through 
Master Masons and their ladies.  Reservations 
can be made with Stuart Drost HC5KT@com-
cast.net.  Cost is $20 per Mason payable at the 
door.  


