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Greetings, Sir Knights, 
 
I hope this supplemental finds each of you well. 
 
Having recently returned with my staff from both the Northeast York Rite 
Conference and the Mid-Atlantic Department Conferences, I am very proud of 
our jurisdiction’s representation in terms of staff support levels and also in 
participation in the “Emerging Leaders Program.” 
 
It is clear that the York Rite in Delaware is strong and our current and future 
leaders have committed themselves in creating a bright future that is built upon 
a solid foundation toward knowledge all the while remembering why each of us 
made the initial decision to become York Rite Masons and Sir Knights in 
particular. 
 
Another example of this commitment is the series of leadership workshops 
held, the last one this past August. The next class will be set up soon. 
Information to follow. 
 
I encourage anyone currently in, or contemplating a leadership role in 
Delaware’s York Rite future, seek out and attend these workshops, usually held 
centralized at Union Lodge No. 7 in Dover. 
 
As we feel the chill in the air and watch as leaves fall, let us reflect on the 
summer behind us and prepare for the chilly weather ahead. Before we know it, 
various children’s school activities and holidays approach and I pray each of us 
travels safely, always mindful of the children darting out in the roadway. 
 
Speaking of the youth, please consider a visit this month to either a Chapter of 
DeMolay or Job’s Daughters. It means so much and is so encouraging to them 
when a sir knight comes, simply to say hi. 
 
I would also like to encourage each Sir Knight that hasn’t, consider attending 

your Commanderies next Conclave, with the commitment of additional value 

being added to them I trust you will find excitement generated unlike any I have 
seen in some time. 
 
I am also told that going forward, there will be Conclave presentations that will 
be open, offering more opportunities for our family members to be able to enjoy 
the presentations with us. 
 
Some Commanderies will be participating in a new, electronic version of a York 
Rite Trestle board, as they go into final production, there is no more important 
time then present to ensure the email information you have on file is accurate. 
 
To follow up on my communication from last month, there is still some 
fluctuation to be found in the dates for the conferrals of the Orders this fall as 
present dates conflict with Grand Visitations. 
 
Lastly, I would ask you, when was the last time you went to Delaware’s Grand 
York Rite Webpage?  There is a great deal of information contained on each, 
including a York Rite Petition.  Additional links will also bring you to the Grand 
Encampment which has attached a wealth of free information. 
 
We are still looking for applicants for the Holy Land Pilgrimage. As reported 
earlier, our Grand Commandery has sufficient funds set aside to choose a 
minister for this program. We are actively seeking a credentialed Christian 
minister (ordained, certified, licensed, etc.) for an expenses-paid study 
pilgrimage in Israel for 11 days. This is an opportunity to identify a local minister 
who will benefit, and more importantly, whose current and future congregants 
may benefit, from walking where our Lord and Savior walked. Information on the 
Pilgrimage, including links to the guidelines for the selection of ministers and the 
nomination forms, can be found online at 
http://www/kemerley.com/Freemasonry/KT/HLP/Holy Land Pilgrimage 
INTRO.htm. I continue to encourage the Sir Knights of each Commandery to 
invite a local minister to consider the possibility, and to present a nomination 
form.  
 
Forms may be submitted to S.K. Fred M. Palmer, R.E. Past Grand Commander 
and Chairman of the Holy Land Pilgrimage Committee, S.K. Lawrence H. 
Biederman, E. Grand Warder, or myself. 
 
May the blessings of the Lord be with you and yours. 
 
Yours in Templary,  
John A. Eberly 
R.E. Grand Commander 
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