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Hello Fellow Fraters.  
 Greetings!  Another month has passed and time keeps rolling on.  Whoever 
coined the phrase “life is like a roll of toilet paper, the closer it gets to the end the 
faster it goes,” couldn’t be more right?  By now newly installed Eminent Com-
manders should have several openings under your belt and be well into seeing your 
programs and plans coming into fruition.    I hope this is the case if not, it is time 
to get busy.  
 Originally, I was going to talk about the true signi�cance of Halloween or all 
Hallows Eve.  It is the evening before the Christian holy day of All Hallows Day 
also known as All Saints or Hallowmas.  However, recent events happening 
throughout our country leads me this month in another direction. I am speaking 
about the mass shootings in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio and if you follow 
the news these are only two of many that have occurred in 2019 and the last few 
years.  Why does this keep happening and what is the root cause?  
 If you believe or bite into what some in the media say, “It’s because of lack of 
gun control and the ease of obtaining weapons.”  Others say it is the violent video 
games young people play, and I think there is some credence to this thought.  
However, I don’t believe this to be the case.  I do agree that we do need to do good 
background checks and keep weapons out reach of those that su�er mental illness.   
Studies show that since 1982 when the mass shooting rates occurred once every 
200 days to now where one occurs every 64 days in the US.  I could go on with 
more statics, but that is not my purpose.  
 I have my thoughts on the question above and you are right I am going to tell 
you.  I believe the root cause of mass shooting and many other problems both in 
the United States and the world in general is due to the lack of religion being 
practiced in our everyday life.  We have taken God out of everything.  Most if not 
all schools are not allowing prayer before sporting events and do not allow public 
prayer in school.  �ere are those lobbying to have religious statues, crosses and 
bible passages removed from public view.  Even in the military there is an attack 
on the practice of how Christian Ministers preach and what they say.  
 Many of our citizens are confused regarding the United States Constitution.  
It does not state in so many words that there is a separation of church and state.  
�e First Amendment of the Constitution states “Congress shall make no law 

respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”  I 
believe this to mean that the government cannot direct its citizens to adopt any 
one religion.  One of the reasons our country was founded was because of the 
desire to have a freedom of religious choice and the lack of taxation without repre-
sentation.   By now you are probably wondering what the point of this article is.  
 What can we as Knight Templars do to stop mass shooting in America, if 
anything?  I believe we can make a di�erence.  How you say?  Fraters, we are 
soldiers for Christ; and we need to live it, preach it and practice it.  If you are not 
going to church you need to go.  If you are going you need to take fellow Fraters 
with you.  We need to get into our Blues Lodges and get those Brothers to church.  
I can say for a fact that less Masons are going to church now than in the past.  I do 
realize that we all have busy lives and many work on Sundays.  Most churches have 
Wednesday night services or services on other days beside Sundays.  Don’t get me 
wrong I have been busy and have gone many weekends thus skipping church too.  
�e above statement applies to me also.  
 Do I really believe that us going to church is going to stop mass shooting?  No 
I don’t.  I do believe that if the United States as a whole put God back into our 
daily lives and joined together to foster a resurgence of and exercise religious 
practice, just maybe, some of the craziness happening in our country would cease.  
�ink about it.  What can you do?  
 As of now our area meetings are history, except for the October one.  I want 
to thank all who have participated to make these meetings successful.  As you all 
know, we decided to incorporate an area Festival in with the meetings and it 
turned out really well.  In most cases the attendance has been better than in the 
past.  I do appreciate the hard work done by our Deputies and the e�ort put forth 
by the Companions and Sir Knights in each of the districts.  You can pat your-
selves on the back for a job well done.  
 As of this writing I haven’t heard much from our Deputies with your ques-
tions, thoughts or ideas.  I am also happy to talk or hear from you all.  If something 
is on your mind, my door is always open, my cell phone is on and my email is 
active.  If you have an idea on how to increase membership, how to improve atten-
dance at out Conclaves, how to get more Sir Knights in uniform, or how to better 
educate our Fraters.  �en call me, write me or send up smoke signals.  I think you 
get the idea.  
 Fraters I wish you all a very Happy Halloween and may the day be �lled with 
family, friends, good fellowship and some treats for that sweet bug that exist in all 
of us.  Please remember the true meaning behind the practice of Halloween and 
realize it isn’t really about the ghosts, goblins and candy.  May God bless each and 
every one of you! 

Yours in Faith and Christ our Savior, 

Ronald L. Parks, KYCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander


