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In order to keep you better informed of the happenings in the 

jurisdiction, I will dedicate a portion of this column to upcoming 

events. Below are our events for October and beyond: 

• Monday 7 October, Drill Team Practice, Portsmouth at 

6:30pm (all SKs are welcome) 

• 4 -6 October, Convent General Annual, Nashua, NH, 

Courtyard Marriott 

 

The Warrior Monk Ethos 
 

 First, I would like to set the expectations for this month’s 

article. Trying to cover the whole concept of the “warrior monk” in 

such a small space is impossible, but to that end, I hope to impart 

some insights into what it is, how it applies to Templary both 

currently and historically, and even examples of it in today’s 

society as a whole. 

 I don’t think I need to break down the definition of a 

warrior or a monk, but what is an ethos exactly? The dictionary 

provides the following: noun, mid-19th century: from modern 

Latin, from Greek ēthos ‘nature, disposition’, (plural) ‘customs’, 

per the oxford dictionary.  In my words, it is the lifestyle that is 

lived by a person, group, or community at large. So, as you can 

surmise, the warrior monk ethos, was that life lived by those who 

not only serve in a militaristic capacity, but also a spiritual one. In 

the case of the Templars, as we know, they fought to protect the 

Holy Land and the pilgrims traveling there, but also took on 

monastic vows (i.e., chastity, poverty, and obedience) to guide their 

daily lives. 

 The warrior monks do pre-dated even the templars, the most 

well-known, is probably the Shaolin Monks of China, established 

in the fifth century. We also find examples in Japan 

  

  

and even the Sikh culture have histories which contain this ethos. 

 So, one might be led to ask, how does these opposing 

views, united in one group still apply to Templary today? Well, we 

might not be out on the battlefields fighting the opposition, but we 

still exist to provide that battle against a society who has lost its 

center. We see many of the newest members seeking out that code 

of morality or chivalry to help guide their lives. They can then go 

out in their local communities to be that stabilizing presence, 

whether it is through charitable events/fundraisers, participating in 

parades or any similar activity. The lessons taught in our orders, or 

rather, the morality they espouse, should not be kept hidden under 

some veil, but should be demonstrated. I am not saying to go out 

and give out our rituals or means of recognition, but rather 

suggesting we all put on that ethos every day. Visualize yourself as 

you begin the day in the eyes of that early templar, think back to 

those figures you represented when you took your orders and fight 

that important fight. 

 This concept does have relevance today. The most 

prominent figure in modern society that had the warrior monk 

ethos, and was often called such, was former Secretary of Defense 

and retired Marine Corp General, James Mattis. Ever the stoic, you 

knew where he stood. He never let his emotions dominate his 

words or actions, but you knew he also never set aside his warrior 

mentality. He was and is a thinker, he applied his trade with a 

philosophical mindset. You see that in one of his well-known 

quotes, "The most important 6 inches on the battlefield is between 

your ears."  

 There is much more to concept of the application of warfare 

to those also guided by a deep spiritual commitment. I have barely 

skimmed the surface and would suggest you take some time to 

reflect on what it truly means to be a Knight Templar living the 

Warrior Monk ethos. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reminder, dates of events are always subject to change. We do 

have our York Rite Calendar posted on the website at 

https://nhyorkrite.org/calendars/ 
 

IHS, 

SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, DGC – Editor 
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