
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Greetings Sir Knights, 
      
     It is a pleasure to address you, as your Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of New York. As I mentioned at the election, I thank you all for 
bestowing your faith in me. I hope to follow the tradition of excellence as your 
leader. Charity will be a high priority in the “to do” list. 
     I would like to congratulate my predecessor, Sir Knight David A. Hardy, the 
team and you for participating in our last and very successful Annual Conclave 
of the 899

th
 year existence of Knights Templar. 

     The 900
th

 year of Knights Templar is here. It is imperative for all of us to know 
all we can about the Knights Templar. New Sir Knights are receiving their Orders 
every year. As leaders in Templary, we recognize our obligation to fully prepare 
these new Knights for the world of Templary—but who will prepare us. 
Fortunately, the Grand Commandery is prepared to address this question—as 
we are in the forefront of Templar education. 
     My theme this year is: Proclamation  -  Inspiration  -  Celebration or “PIC”. We 
will further discuss “PIC”. 
    Prior to the year 1118, the Order of the Knights Templar was a remote dream, 
as the Christian armies captured Jerusalem from the Muslim control during the 
Crusades—as groups of Christian Pilgrims struggled to visit the Holy Land and to 
create an organization that would carry out an important mission  defending 
Christian Holy sites and pilgrims. Nevertheless, they proceeded fearlessly 
without hesitation or apprehension—knowing that their lofty goal was indeed 
attainable. 
     In 1118, a group of Knights from France led by Huges de Payens assembled 
and approached King Baldwin II to form a military order to protect Christian 
visitors to Jerusalem. Later in the year 1119, the order was established by nine 
Knights: Huges de Payens, the first Grand Master, along with Godfrey de Saint-
Omer, Payens de Montdidier, Archambaud de Saint Armand, Andre de 
Montband, Hugues de Champagne, Fulk V, Gundemar and Rossal/Roral. They 
lived together in a closed community. In the year 1120, King Baldwin II gave the 
Knights his palace, a portion of the Temple of Solomon, a place for use as their 
headquarters. The Knights named the Order: The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ 
and the Temple of Solomon. Later, the Order was known as Knights Templar. 
 
 

      
     Therefore, this year we plan to celebrate the Knights Templar’s 900

th
 

Anniversary. We will kick off the year on Saturday, October 26, at the Medieval 
Times, in Lyndhurst, New Jersey. What a better place to start and celebrate the 
beginning of a century. I hope to see you all there. You will receive more 
detailed information soon. Please, try not to miss this special event. I invite all 
Sir Knights and families. Come and see what the Grand Commandery of New 
York has to offer about Knights Templar, leadership and the future of our Order.  
     God bless the men and women of the Armed Forces, God bless you all, God 
bless Templary and God bless America. 
 
Courteously and fraternally, 
 
SK Yves Etienne, R.E.G.C. 
 

 
 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 
     Let’s look at a little Knights Templar history. After Christian armies in 1099 
captured Jerusalem from Muslim control during the Crusades, groups of 
pilgrims from across Western Europe started visiting the Holy Land. 
Many of them, however, were robbed and killed as they crossed through 
enemy-controlled territories during their journey. The Templar Order 
became known for its austere code of conduct and signature style of dress, 
which featured a white habit emblazoned with a simple red cross.  
     Members swore an oath of poverty, chastity and obedience. They weren’t 
allowed to drink, gamble or swear. Prayer was essential to their daily life and 
the Templars expressed particular adoration for the Virgin Mary. So notice that 
not only were they warrior knights, but they were prayer warriors as well.  
     Therefore, my thought is that all Knights in New York and beyond set aside a 
time every day and pray for our families, neighbors, nation and world—and that 
we also pray for Templary and the Masonic Fraternity and the respective 
leaders of the same. Both our Templar and Masonic Leaders need us to be 
praying and all who are in leadership of this nation. Because if we don’t we may 
not have this freedom in the future to do so.  
     The forces of evil are at work even now as always. Pray that God would bless 
us by adding to our number— quality men for years to come and that we 
become closer to our Lord and pray even more for His kingdom to arrive in 
totality here on earth. That we would pick up the banner of compassion and 
defend not only the Christian faith but all who are less fortunate and serve 
them with the compassionate of Christ. Are you praying? Will you serve? I am 
committed—why not join me. Amen. 
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