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Greetings Sir Knights, 
As we travel through our veil of tears, let us not forget 

those loved ones who we will in time, leave behind. If 
Templary teaches us anything, it should be of the devotion and 
dedication of which we owe to our family and friends and 
neighbors. We are the workers needed to spread good cheer 
and helping hands to accomplish those tasks at hand to make 
life not only bearable but enjoyable. 

Many times, as we visit with our brothers at the Lodge, 
we will hear that Masonry is just THREE DEGREES and does not 
go any further. This statement clearly gives proof that if we 
don't go outside the walls of our Lodge and then we are 
cheating ourselves. This view of the brotherhood of Masonry is 
so limited when we could be sharing how great it was to be a 
Mason and what a Great Institution we are all a part of no 
matter where in the world we live.  But ever remember that 
the light does not stop at the ‘blue lodge’, it continues 
throughout Masonry and life. 

These experiences can be brought back home to each 
Sir Knight when he visits other Commanderies, attends 
festivals, conferences or any stated meetings. We are looking 
for more Companions and Sir Knights to come and fellowship. 
This is a selfish part of me in that I will be receiving more from 
you by your attendance. You are adding to the quality of our 
Fraternity with your presence. We need to see each Sir Knight 
to feel a part of the body as a whole. Each of us need to make 
sure we extend the HAND OF BROTHERLY LOVE to all. We 
profess that we are a Christian Organization and should ever 
be exemplifying who is our guide and foundation. May God 
continue to bless our Fraternity, and may we continue to 
strive to do that which is pleasing in His sight. 

 

I can say there is not a day that goes by, that I do not 
reflect and pray, and in doing it, I find myself more and more able 
to do and say the right things without the fear of the 
consequences, regardless of what they may seem to perhaps be. 
Remember the adage no good deed goes unpunished? Never let 
those consequences steer you wrong. 

October is here and I am enjoying the cooler days and 
evenings. The days are getting shorter and the nights longer and 
colder and our Masonic year is in full swing. The holiday season is 
about to begin, school are in sessions, our lives are busy, full of 
events; school events, church, Masonic, charitable, and the list 
goes on and on and on. The question is as always, are we planning 
and scheduling better? Always keep this in mind, as time has a 
habit of running out as the events build up and sneak up on us. 
We must be diligent, not only to plan and schedule, but also to 
notify those who you need to contact when some event cannot be 
made, for they may have been depending on you. I hope you take 
these words to heart, prepare yourselves and your family and 
friends for these things, after all it does help us to learn and grow. 

My visitation schedule for the month of October is: 17-19 
Northwest York Rite Regional Conference, Boise: 21 Official Visit 
to Eastern Oregon Commandery, Union; 26 Washington Council, 
(spaghetti feed), Portland. All Sir knights are welcomed to 
accompany me to any of these. 

Sir Knights, I close on this note, provided last year by Sir 
Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander of Missouri, October 
18th is the feast day of St Luke the Evangelist. “And he stood up to 
read; and there was given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
He opened the book and found the place where it was written, 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord.’ And he closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down...” (Luke 4: 16b-20a, RSV) Be Strong In 
The Lord! 

Ralph G. Winters  
Grand Commander 
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