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Greetings Sir Knights, 

 This past Saturday (as I must write this message in August) we had 

a very successful One-Day Conferral of our Orders that created 49 new 

Knights to add to the ranks of Pennsylvania Templary.  I have received 

many very favorable comments about the day, and about how impressive 

and meaningful it was.  Of course, Sir Knights, that is exactly how our 

conferrals should be!  This success was primarily due to the quality of the 

work that each SK did that day, and earlier as they prepared for the event.  

I thank you all for you dedication. In particular, thanks to SK Jeff Fox, 

PDC, and the team from Division 11 that conferred the Order of the Red 

Cross; to SK Victor K. Crooks, II, PC, and his team that conferred the 

Order of Malta; and to SK Larry Hall, PDC, and his team of Knights that 

conferred the Order of the Temple. Special thanks is due to SKs Harry 

Smith, EGCG, and David Gerstenlauer, PC, who spent months arranging 

the entire day, and worked so diligently throughout.  And, of course, 

thanks to Pilgrim Commandery No. 11 and SK William C. Wagoner, EC, 

for hosting us that day. We appreciate all of you and all that you did! 

 While the men were upstairs, some of their Ladies were downstairs 

enjoying fellowship and education.  SK Rev. Nathan Minnich enlightened 

them with a wonderful presentation on Grand Encampment’s Holy Land 

Pilgrimage program, part of  which a few Knights were also able to enjoy 

after the morning Orders were completed.  My wife, Lady Michelle, led 

another activity for the afternoon.  The Ladies of some of our newest 

Knights also took part, which was just what we had been hoping to have. 

 Sir Knights, we need to find ways for our Ladies, and families, to 

participate with us in more of our Templar activities.  In Freemasonry, we 

say that Family comes first, but often, it does not seem that way.  It is 

good that some of our Lodges and/or Commanderies do hold events that 

invite our families, but these seem to be very few.  Too often, the 

participation of our Ladies consists of only preparing a meal and cleaning 

up afterwards, with no program of benefit to them personally.  Social 

time is fine, and important, but just as our activities should provide us 

with more than fellowship alone, so should the activities for our Ladies. 

These women, and our families, support us in so many ways that enable 

us to participate in our Templar, and Masonic, functions. How can we 

better support them, and involve them in these bodies that mean so much 

to us?  I urge you to find ways to better involve them in our work and 

activities to be an active part of Templary in Pennsylvania along with us. 

 Yours in His Service, 

 SK Richard F. Muth 

 Grand Commander 
 

Some Upcoming Events: 

    October 1 – Holy Land Pilgrimage nominations are due! 

    October 5 – Southeast Section Reception in Boyertown 

    October 19 – Allegheny No. 35’s 150
th
 Anniversary in Wexford 

    October 20 – Northwest Reception in Grove City 

    November 2 – Mary No. 36’s 150
th
 Anniversary on Battleship NJ 

    November 7 – Pilgrim No. 11’s York Rite Unity Night in Harrisburg 

    November 8 & 9 – Line Officers’ Seminar in Elizabethtown 
 

A Word from the Grand Prelate: 

Greetings to one and all across our Grand Commandery! 

Please Read 2
nd

 Corinthians 4:16-18 

As Fall returns to our Commonwealth, many of us Knights 

Templar are hard at work making every effort to welcome Companion 

Royal Arch Masons and to confer our Orders upon them.  In some 

Commanderies however, we find that it is difficult for one reason or 

another to interest fellow Masons in our York Rite. 

St. Paul has a word for all of us when we get discouraged when 

we fall into doldrums.  He reminds us that in such times of 

disappointment we should remind ourselves of our hope in our God and 

that we have our trust in the imperishable, even Jesus Christ our Lord.  In 

the meantime, we are to do the very best we can at striving for our goals 

of being the very best Commanderies we can be!  Through regular drill 

and study, we can keep fresh our skills and be an example to others in our 

communities of what is Valiant and Magnanimous about Templary. 

Be of good cheer, for our Lord labors with us in the vineyard! 

Yours courteously, 

 Rev. & SK David A. Eichelberger, PDC, KCT, IKT 

Grand Prelate 
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