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Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

I bring Fraternal greetings from your Grand 
Commandery.  We are finally into the fall months and 
enjoying a little cooler weather. It has certainly been a 
long, hot summer. Many of you have provided comments 
and complements on the supplement articles that I 
submit. I want to let you know how much I appreciate the 
feedback. It is wonderful to hear that you are enjoying the 
material and I greatly appreciate you taking the time out 
of your busy lives to forward your comments. Thank you! 
I will continue this month with another character that we 
hear of and celebrate in the Orders, Simon of 
Cyrene.  Who is he, where did he come from and why is 
he a central character in the Orders?  In the Catholic faith, 
as well as others, you will notice 14 pictures placed 
around the interior perimeter of the church. These 14 story 
boards are called The Stations of the Cross and are a 
pictorial depiction of Jesus' path to crucifixion. At the fifth 
station you find Simon of Cyrene who helps Jesus carry 
the cross. Three of the four Gospels mention him by 
name; Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21 and Luke 23:26. Each 
of these Scripture tells us a bit about the man. Matthew 
tells us that he is a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Mark 
mentions the names of Simons children, Alexander and 
Rufus, and Luke informs us that they seized Simon and 
laid on him the cross to carry behind Jesus.  Simon 
carrying the cross can represent the humility of God. He 

could have sent angels to save His son the pain and 
suffering, yet he chose not to. Philippians 2:6-7 says 
"though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
man". The fact that his name is spelled out in the bible 
also is significant.  Many characters are mentioned in the 
bible but not all are referenced by name. This seems to 
indicate an importance to the story, perhaps that God 
himself remembers the small acts that serve those that 
are suffering.   What is the significance of Simon carrying 
the cross behind Jesus? Before his arrest, Jesus said to 
his followers "if anyone would come after me, Let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me" 
Luke 9:23. Pastor Chris Nye writes, "Simon of Cyrene, 
following behind Jesus with the cross, is the picture of 
discipleship.  Christ has gone first. He has gone and is 
going to where we cannot. Still, we follow in his steps, 
bearing the cross behind him."  Perhaps, here is the 
message for us, as Christian Knights. Take up the pain 
and suffering of others less fortunate.  Relieve them of 
their heavy burdens with humility and kindness and help 
them on their path to salvation. The power given to us by 
God to serve others is a blessing we should not ignore. 
One never knows the power that a smile, a warm greeting 
or a kind word can have to those that are suffering.  May 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, continue to richly 
bless your lives and those of our friends and family. Let us 
imitate the actions of Simon of Cyrene and bear the cross 
that leads to the salvation of our own souls and our fellow 
man. 
In Jesus' Name, I pray! 
Fraternally, Jeff Hall Grand Commander  
 


