
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
Sir Knights, 

We are halfway through our Inspections and they are going well.  
I see that many of the Commanderies are improving and I am looking 
forward to the second half of the year. 

We have been very fortunate with the support and donations we 
have received for our Holy Land Pilgrimage endeavor; several of the 
Commanderies have given above and beyond the $200 donation that I 
requested.   As you know we have two requests from ministers to attend 
the Pilgrimage and I think it would be a great statement of who we are if 
we could send both.  Please continue to support the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage. 

Our primary push right now is MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP, 
MEMBERSHIP.  Each Knight should be a “membership committee of one” 
to find new Knights to join our Order.  We can tell our Brothers that our 
Order presents the greatest story ever told, and that every Christian 
Mason should be a Knight Templar. 

We look forward to seeing you at our remaining Inspections. 
In His Service, 
Clarence Crump 
Grand Commander 
 

UPCOMING DATES 
Middle Tennessee Festival: Friday-Saturday, October 25-26 at 8:00 am, 

at McWhirtersville Lodge on Lebanon Pike, Donelson 
Upper East Festival: Saturday, November 2 and 9 at 8:00 am, at Dashiell 

Lodge on Doe Ave., Elizabethton 
Knoxville Festival: Saturday, January 25 and February 1 at 8:00 am, at the 

Locust Street Temple; Knoxville Area will also confer the Super 
Excellent Masters Degree on Friday, November 1 at 7:00 pm at 
the Locust Street Temple 

 

AND HE LED THEM OUT AS FAR AS BETHANY 
The Scriptures record that when Jesus would be Ascended, “he 

led them out as far as Bethany, and lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them.  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven” (Lk. 24:51-52.)  What do we know of 
this place, and why was it chosen rather than Jerusalem? 

Bethany was a small village about two miles southeast of 
Jerusalem.  It was the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead, and Jesus stayed there while in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem.  From these facts that we may understand its importance. 

Lazarus, Mary, and Martha were among Jesus’ close friends and 
followers.  It was Mary who had anointed Jesus’ feet just prior to the 
Triumphal Entry, while at a dinner at their home (Jn. 12:1-9.)  The raising 
of Lazarus had taken place only about a month before, and was the 
precipitating event in the Jewish leaders’ decision to have Jesus put to 
death.  Because of the miracle of Jesus raising Lazarus, many Jewish 
leaders believed on him, causing the remainder to fear that the Romans 
would see this movement as a threat and punish the Jews militarily (Jn. 
11:47-50, 12:10-11.) 

In raising Lazarus, Jesus not only demonstrated his power but 
also his compassion – on arriving at the grave, Jesus had wept at the 
unbelief of the people and presumable for grief at the loss of his friend 
(Jn. 11:32-40) as it was known that Jesus loved him. 

The raising of Lazarus typified Jesus’ own coming death and 
resurrection; it was the third such resurrection, and it was the most 
dramatic as Jesus had waited until four days after burial before arriving 
(Jn 11:39.)  Jesus also used the event to proclaim himself as the 
Resurrection and the Life, the one on whom we must believe in order to 
participate in that glorious day. 

Herein perhaps are the reasons for Jesus’ choosing to use 
Bethany as the place from which to ascend to the right hand of the 
Father – it a place associated with a great miracle of resurrection, as well 
as a place of great personal love and affection for him.  At this very 
personal place, he proclaimed and demonstrated that, through him, we 
shall live again. 
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