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2019-2020 Texas Supplement 
Greetings!!  
 

 This month’s message is something I wanted to share with Sir 

Knights of Texas.  I hope you will enjoy this devotional from our Grand 

Prelate. 
 

In the name of Our Lord, 

Clarence J. Laney Grand Commander 2019 – 2020 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I want to take a brief moment to express my thoughts about a faith so strong it 

can move mountains.  Jesus often spoke about mountains. I was reminded of 

that during a trip I took to Colorado a few years back. We rode a train through 

the mountains and each one seemed higher than the last. The guide on the tour 

told us how the mountains had been there for millions of years and how long it 

had taken the canyons to erode. When we reached the top it was the most 

beautiful sight, but the mountains themselves looked indestructible. 
 

I was reminded when I saw those magnificent mountains, that Jesus often used 

them to represent obstacles that were difficult to overcome. I remembered the 

story in Matthew 17 where Jesus is telling his disciples about the power of faith, 

while at the same time explaining the detriment of unbelief.  And that it was their 

unbelief that would keep mountains from moving in their lives.  
 

In fact, Jesus goes on to say that if you had the faith of a grain of a mustard seed 

you could even speak to a mountain and that mountain would move. The 

mountain, of course, represents any unmovable situation or circumstance in our 

lives. What Jesus was teaching us is the power of faith.  And that unbelief can 

keep a mountain, while faith can move a mountain.  So the question is, what kind 

of mountain is in your life?  What kind of circumstance looks impossible?   
 

Jesus made it clear that with God all things were possible and yet in our 

existence many things look like they are just not possible.  But if you will trust 

God and trust in God’s word, which is really the basis or core of faith, things will 

begin to happen.  You may have trials and difficulties in your life. You may see 

some collapsing of things you thought could never be changed, but when we 

trust God with our feet and not just with our feelings, He can move a mountain 

that we thought, could never be shaken.   
 

There is another story in Luke chapter 8, where a woman who was in a large 

crowd waiting to see Jesus. She had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 

She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all 

the money she had, yet instead of getting better she continually grew 

worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and 

touched his cloak, because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be 

healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped, and she felt in her body that she was 

freed from her suffering. 
 

The Bible says that Jesus realized that the power had gone out from him. He 

turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”    His 

disciples answered, “You see the people crowding against you, and yet you can 

ask, ‘Who touched me?’” You see that this woman was healed by her faith. 
 

No matter how many earthly remedies she had tried her faith was more powerful.  

There were other people in the crowd that day that were sick.  I’m sure many 

people bumped into Jesus that day, but nothing happened. You see this lady 

touched him with faith.  Are you brushing up against him or are you touching 

him?  God is passing by with all the control.  Don’t just brush up against him.  

Be positive in the fact that he is in control of everything. Like this lady, reach out 

and touch him.  When you release your faith, amazing things will begin to 

happen.   
 

Leadership requires the same faith. Throughout our Templar history, Sir 

Knights have been men of action.  So what is currently our biggest mountain in 

our fraternity?  I believe that our very own Right Eminent Grand 

Commander addressed this in our May edition of the Knights Templar 

magazine, which is declining membership.  He charged each commandery 

with getting 20 new sir knights!   In order to accomplish this we must first 

have faith.  Secondly, we must set a goal. And last but not least, we must put 

that into action.  I was recently asked by a newer Sir Knight what the secret is to 

bring in new members.  I responded to simply ask and if they say no, I continue 

to demonstrate good works and then ask again later. I do this because I believe 

when you have faith and know that your purpose is for and backed by God, 

anything is possible. 
 

Having goals is an intricate part of our mission to be accomplished.  The truth of 

the matter is that, “If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.” Great leaders know that 

setting goals is what gives the mission a sense of perseverance, which sets the 

pace for completion.    
 

Faith really is the cornerstone that surrounds our day-in, day-out walk with God. 

It’s the step-by-step, moment-by-moment, hour-by-hour decisions we make and 

the things we do that take up our time. When our thoughts are pure and our 

hearts are honest and true, God will direct our steps. The most important thing to 

remember about our journey is that faith should be in the forefront of our 

mission. Let us not hesitate to reach out and make our mark. Trust in Him and 

watch the mountains move. 
 

This message was prepared by: 

Sir Knight Justin Winch, Grand Prelate 2019-2020 
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