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ON FAITH 

Hebrews 11 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” 

It is not possible to be a Christian, a follower of God, without faith.  And 

faith is essential, in a bedrock, foundational, practical kind of way in our 

daily life.  If we have no faith, then we can have no God.    

There are two other words that are often used as synonyms for faith.  One 

is knowledge and the other is belief.  But neither knowledge or belief is 

the same thing as faith.  Knowledge and faith are at the opposite end of a 

spectrum.  The more that something is known the less faith is required.   

Believing in something is also not the same thing as having faith in 

something.  Believing is a lower level.  You can believe that there is an 

Eiffel Tower in France even though you have never seen it.  Beliefs like 

this have nothing to do with faith because they do not matter in a 

significant way.   

By definition faith is about things that we do not know to be facts, and for 

the most part we cannot know.  And if we really do know something, then 

there is no need for faith.  Here is where faith is vastly different than mere 

belief.  Faith is that which compels us to act, as if it was a fact.  Matters of 

faith are things that we do not know the truth about, but yet we are so 

convinced that we are willing commit ourselves  as if we knew it to be a 

fact.   

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

The things most significant in human existence are matters of faith.  We 

do not have the luxury of irrefutable knowledge.  Mere belief is too flimsy 

to risk our soul and the things most precious to us in life.  Is there a God?  

Does God care?  Why do we suffer so?  Is there a point to life?  Is there 

something after this life?  Is there any purpose to all of this? 

Faith is also inextricably linked to hope.  Faith directs us to what we hope 

for.  And as such, faith always point us in a positive direction.  If I am ill, 

I hope to get well.  If I am hungry, I hope to be fed.  If I am sad, I hope 

for happiness.  If I am adrift,  I hope for direction.  Hope is always 

positive, seeking that which improves our lives, and fills our lives with 

joy and fulfillment.  Hope is not just for small things, but for our biggest 

dreams. 

The opposite of hope is resignation and despair.  When we lose hope, we 

despair at the prospects for our lives.  Living becomes mere existence; 

painful, and devoid of joy and fulfillment.  

God is the source of the biggest dreams possible.  All that we can possibly 

see and understand are but tiny pieces of creation.  We can barely 

comprehend the majesty of what we do experience;  the beauty  of this 

earth, wonder of love and the miracle of life itself.  In Matthew’s Gospel, 

Jesus tells us “if you have the faith the size of a mustard seed you can 

move a mountain, nothing will be impossible for you.” 

Finally, faith is about trust.  And it is in trust, that we lay our fears, 

concerns and anxieties in God’s hands.  Trusting God to guide us frees us 

from the bondage of fear. 

So, trust in God.  Never lose hope.  Dream big dreams.  Live your life in 

the faith that God will fill your life with joy, purpose, fulfillment and 

deliver you to life everlasting in God’s eternal kingdom. 
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