
 

Greetings, fellow Sir Knights in the jurisdiction of Washington, 

     The holiday season is approaching rapidly.  With October here, 

the amusing festivities of Halloween will soon come and go, with 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Chanukah, and the New Year of 2020, 

following quickly upon its heels.  Hopefully, Commanders of 

Constituent Commanderies have scheduled plans for the required 

Christmas Observance in December.  If not, I encourage 

Commanders to organize and schedule a Christmas Observance for 

their respective Commandery. 

     Included in October is the 2019 Northwest York Rite Regional 

Conference scheduled for 18-19 October 2019.  The location for 

the conference will be the Red Lion Downtown hotel, 1800 W. 

Fairview Avenue in Boise, Idaho.  Registration is available online 

at:  http://www.nwyr.org.  Deadline for reservations is 2 October 

2019.  (Be sure to mention “Northwest York Rite Conference”).  

This conference is an opportunity to meet other Sir Knights from 

the Northwest region.   

     October also reminds us that the 2020 Grand Conclave for the 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington is 

approximately six months away.  With that thought, we need to 

begin preparation.  Integral to that preparation is to identify Sir 

Knights meriting recognition.  One award for such recognition is 

the “Knights Templar Cross of Honor”.  The conditions and 

process for the “Knights Templar Cross of Honor are as follow: 

 1.  The Knights Templar Cross of Honor” shall be awarded 

“only for exceptional and meritorious service rendered to the Order, 

far beyond the call of duty and beyond the service usually expected 

of an officer or member.”  In deciding upon the award, precedents 

shall be entirely ignored and each case shall be decided on its own 

unusual merits.  No posthumous award shall be made and no 

administrative note, Commandery Recorders are reminded that the 

assigning of the correct codes to each member of the Commandery 

for the purpose of collecting the correct amount of Dues, Per 

Capita, Fees and Assessments needs to be completed not later than 

15 August of each year.  Also, Dues Cards will start to be printed 
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present or past elected Grand Officer of a Grand Commandery shall 

be eligible for the award. 

 2.  Only one nomination may be made from a Grand 

Commandery membership of 10,000 or less,…during any one year.   

 3.  Any Constituent Commandery desiring to make a 

nomination shall first adopt a formal resolution setting forth the full 

name of the nominee and the nature of the meritorious service upon 

which such nomination is based. 

 4.  The Commander of such Constituent Commandery shall 

thereupon cause to be filled in a Nomination Form to be supplied 

by the Grand Recorder of his Grand Commandery, giving the date, 

full name of the nominee, address, Templar rank, name of his 

Commandery, and a statement of the nature of the meritorious 

service upon which such nomination is based. 

 5.  Such Nomination Form shall be signed by the 

Commander of such Constituent Commandery and shall be 

forwarded by him to the Grand Commander of his jurisdiction for 

consideration. 

 6.  Such Grand Commander shall consider all nominations 

made by Constituent Commanderies of his Grand Commandery 

upon Nomination Forms and shall select only one nominee in any 

one year; upon making such selection, the Grand Commander shall 

affix his written approval to such Nomination Form and shall 

thereupon send the name to the Grand Master. 

     In forthcoming supplements, I will address other awards that are 

available.  I highly encourage Commanders to begin identifying 

those Sir Knights who are deserving of such recognition.  As a 

reminder, award nominations need to be submitted to the Grand 

Recorder not later than 1 February 2020. 

 

May the Blessing of GOD, Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost be 

upon you and your families.  

 

“Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam” 

 

Sir Knight W. Gary Norton 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington 
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