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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (Dec. 25th for the Jan. issue.)
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“Erected to God and dedicated 
to the Holy Saints John” – 
these are familiar words 
known to every Freemason.  
The “Holy Saints John” are, 
as we know, John the Baptist 
(also known as “St. John the 
Precursor”) and John the 
Evangelist (sometimes known 
as “St. John the Divine”).

There is no proof that either 
of these men were functional 
patrons of Freemasonry.  And 
they were most certainly 
not operative or speculative 
Masons, but it is a fact that 
Freemasonry adopted them 

as Patron Saints for several centuries.

What do we know about the Holy Saints John?  Let’s start with St. John the 
Evanglist.

We know, for example, from the New Testament, that John the Baptist was 
born six months before Jesus, so tradition has set his birthday as June 24th. 
Legend has set December 27th as the Evangelist’s “birthday”.

John the Evangelist was a Galilean, and the cousin of Jesus. In his early 
years, he was impulsive, impetuous, and vindictive as evidenced by the time 
he wanted to call down fire from Heaven.  In his later years, his disposition 
mellowed, and he became known as the Disciple of Love or, in Masonic 
terminology, “Brotherly Love.”

It is known that John 
the Evangelist wrote 
one Gospel and three 
Epistles.  For those 
that are members of 
the Eastern Star, it is 
interesting to note that 
his Epistles were written 
to an “Elect Lady” who 
later became Electa 
in our Eastern Star 
ritual.  Many Masonic 
scholars hold that the 
Gospel of St. John is of 
vital importance to all 
Freemasons – not for 
its Christian theology 
-- but for the lessons of 
Brotherly Love that are 
contained therein.

Saint John the Evangelist is likely the amalgamation of several New Testament 
Johns, including John the Disciple of Christ, John the Epistle writer and John 
the Divine of Patmos, the author of the Book of Revelation.

So, then why would Freemason’s choose St. John the Evangelist?

There are many reasons why Freemasons would choose the Evangelist as 
Patron. Primarily, that the writings of St. John the Evangelist (or combinations 
of John) read almost like Masonic ritual.

The Gospel of John begins:  “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. The same 
was with God. All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; 
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and darkness comprehended it not.”


