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Grand Commander’s  Message

Dear Sir Knights and family wherever dispersed,
 From my family to yours; A VERY HAPPY THANSGIVING 
TO ALL AND MAY ALL KNIGHTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
REMAIN IN GOOD HEALTH!
 We are in our sixth month of the Templar year. All of our Area 
meetings have been completed. We opened in both the 9 and 12 man 
forms, most commanderies embracing the 9 man. �is month we give 
thanks to GOD and our forefathers, allowing us to celebrate �anks-
giving with our families in a free Country.
 �e last few months have been very exciting. October is a big 
month for York Rite festivals, and we have knighted several new Sir 
Knights. Also, we are able to send several ministers to the Holy Land 
and all Sir Knights have been working hard on this endeavor. �e 
Knights Templar Eye Foundation is in good shape. I want to thank all 
Sir Knights for their support of these two charities. 
 Last month, I attended the DeMolay cotillion and with the 
assistance of REPDC Henry Adams, presented the Sword of Jerusa-
lem to the most outstanding DeMolay chapter in the State of Florida, 
with the award well received by the DeMolays in attendance. 
 �is month elections will be held for Commandery o�cers for 
the upcoming year; plan to elect the o�cers who will lead the com-
manderies for the year 2019, remembering all o�cers of the Com-
mandery are committed to doing the best job they can, leading by 
example and nurturing our new Sir Knights.

 We are winding down from a Hectic October... On my several 
visits I found the Commanderies to be in good shape, in high spirits, 
having that spirit de corps and a Can Do Attitude.  All District Depu-
ties report that the Commanders are looking sharp, doing their work 
with pride. Being the Grand Commander has brought me great 
satisfaction as I see our commanderies coming together and working as 
a team. Remember there are no I’s just we’s. 
 Remember Sir Knights that I have an open line, email and 
phone so don’t hesitate to call me. Your success is our success, a Can 
Do Attitude and Commitment run hand in hand and these Ideas 
make every Sir Knight stronger.
 Remember, be faithful to God, your family and country.

Courteously and fraternally,
S.K. James T. Mason
REGC

Templar Trivia from the editor...

�e Knights Templar have found themselves at the centre of some really crazy 
myth-making. Let’s take a quick (and, hopefully, not too brain-bruising) tour 
through the biggies over the next months:

1. �e Templars found the Holy Grail:
�is is one of the oldest myths about the Order. It’s not true, but that hasn’t stopped 
anyone writing about it. Stories about Arthur and his knights searching for the Holy 
Grail (described variously as a stone, a plate or the Cup of Christ from the Last 
Supper that brought the searcher into the presence of God) started to pop up in the 
12th and 13th centuries and became very popular. It’s generally accepted (though not 
without some ongoing debate) that a guy named Wolfram von Eschenbach used the 
Templars as models for the knights guarding the Grail (Eschenbach even called 
them “Templeisen“) in his early 13th century epic Parzival. �ese Grail knights were 
�ction. �e Templars were real. �ey owned real relics, but no evidence has ever 
been found that they owned the Grail (though some who believe that the Shroud of 
Turin is really Christ’s burial shroud also believe the Templars stole it from Constan-
tinople in 1204).
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TEMPLAR WEEK: TOP SEVEN TEMPLAR MYTHS
BY PAULA R. STILES
templar

�e Knights Templar have found themselves at the centre of some really crazy myth-making. Let’s take a 
quick (and, hopefully, not too brain-bruising) tour through the biggies:

�e Templars found the Holy Grail: �is is one of the oldest myths about the Order. It’s not true, but 
that hasn’t stopped anyone writing about it. Stories about Arthur and his knights searching for the Holy 
Grail (described variously as a stone, a plate or the Cup of Christ from the Last Supper that brought the 
searcher into the presence of God) started to pop up in the 12th and 13th centuries and became very 
popular. It’s generally accepted (though not without some ongoing debate) that a guy named Wolfram von 
Eschenbach used the Templars as models for the knights guarding the Grail (Eschenbach even called 
them “Templeisen“) in his early 13th century epic Parzival. �ese Grail knights were �ction. �e 
Templars were real. �ey owned real relics, but no evidence has ever been found that they owned the Grail 
(though some who believe that the Shroud of Turin is really Christ’s burial shroud also believe the 
Templars stole it from Constantinople in 1204).

According to a fairly recent article by Helen Nicholson, the Templars most often appear in other 
Arthurian romances as helpers of star-crossed lovers.

�e Templars traveled to the New World: �is myth, on the other hand, is very new (20th century) and is 
related to the collection of urban legends connected to a possible site of pirate treasure on Oak Island o� 
the northeastern coast of Canada. According to the myth, the Templars came to the New World in the 
form of the Scottish Earl of Orkney, Henry St Clair (called, by the supporters of this myth, “Sinclair”). 
�is myth is based on three erronious assumptions.

First, the idea that Henry St Clair went on a voyage to the New World is based on a questionable 
identi�cation of a mysterious �gure called “Prince Zichnmi” as St.holy-grail-L Clair in something called 
the “Zeno Manuscript”, written by a pair of Italian brothers. Second, the Zeno Manuscript claims to have 
documented a voyage to the New World in 1398 that predated that of Columbus. Unfortunately for those 
making this claim now, the earliest copy only dates to the mid-16th century. As you can imagine, the 
Zeno brothers had every reason to lie. �ird, the assumption that Henry St Clair was a Templar is based 
on the idea that the St. Clairs were secret Templars after the fall of the Order. �e connection of the Oak 
Island site (which is its own can of worms) to the Templars wasn’t made until the 20th century.

Ironically, someone did get to the New World before Columbus and they did land on Canadian soil. But 
those were the Vikings from Greenland circa 1000 C.E. Not the Templars.

�e Templars escaped to Scotland after their Trial: One theory made by some popular Templar 
“historians” is that a few Templars escaped prosecution and �ed to Scotland. �ere is evidence that 
individual Templars did escape. Nostalgia for the Order (mainly in the Iberian Peninsula) persisted into 
the 16th century. Also, many Hospitaller properties, even in Scotland, are reputed to have originally been 
inherited by the Templars.

But the main theory about the Templars �eeing to Scotland and remaining there as a coherent order 
(which is quite a di�erent thing) doesn’t appear to predate the 19th century. It’s based on the idea that the 
Templars appeared at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 and were welcomed by the excommunicated 

Scottish King Robert the Bruce. Only problem is that the source cited (a poet and cleric named John 
Barbour) wasn’t even born at the time. Barbour also only mentions a group of “men and young boys” 
coming to Bruce’s aid, not the big, honking charge of armed Templar knights in full regalia later claimed.

In truth, Scotland was a very small Templar region with two (maybe three) preceptories. Plus, it was far 
away from the heart of Templar territory in the early 14th century – namely, France and Spain. It would 
have logistically awkward, to put it kindly, for any renegade Templars to choose that place to regroup. 
�e last few months have very exciting for our team. October is a big month for York Rite festivals, and 
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Do Attitude.  All District Deputies report that the Commanders are looking sharp, doing their work with 
pride. Being the Grand Commander has brought me great satisfaction as I see our commanderies coming 
together and working as a team. Remember there are no I’s just we’s. 
 We have been able to send several ministers to the Holy Land and all Sir Knights have been 
working hard on this endeavor. �e Knights Templar Eye foundation is in good shape. I want to thank all 
Sir Knights for their support of these two charities. During the month of October I attended the 
DeMolay cotillion and with the assistance of REPDC Henry Adams presented the Sword of Jerusalem to 
the most outstanding DeMolay chapter in the State of Florida, with the award well received by the 
DeMolays in attendance. 
 �is month elections will be held for Commandery o�cers for the upcoming year.  All Comman-
deries plan to elect the o�cers who will lead the commanderies for the year 2019, remembering that all 
o�cers of the Commandery are committed to doing the best job they can and to lead by Example.
 Remember Sir Knights that I have and open line, email and phone and don’t hesitate to call me. 
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