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Upcoming Commandery Inspection Schedule
Commandery No. Location Date Day Time Type Inspecting Officer

Griffin 3S Griffin 11/15/2018 Thur 18:00 Steve A. Kirk

Tancred 11 Newnan 12/4/2018 Tues 18:30 Larry W. Nichols

Georgia 1 Waynesboro 12/8/2018 Sat 11:00 Raymond G. Laird

St. Omer 2 Macon 1/12/2019 Sat 11:00 Ditmar W. Chavez

Plantagenet 12 Milledgeville 1/12/2019 Sat 1S:OO Stephen C. Higgins

Charles Martel 29 Chickamauga 1/21/2019 Mon 18:30 Open Terry L. Hensley

Crusader 17 Bainbridge 1/26/2019 Sat 11:00 F. Keith Hales

Bethlehem 30 Thomasville 1/26/2019 Sat 1S:OO Closed Lloyd J. Leinbaugh

2018 Knight Templar Christmas Observances
As an organization dedicated to the protection and promotion of the Christian 

religion, the Grand Commandery of Georgia holds a number of religious 
observances throughout the year.  One of these observances is the Christmas 
Observance which is to be held at at each individual Commandery in the state.  
There are a variety of ways that this Observance can be held but consistent themes 

throughout them are reverence, honor and solemnity which are the foundation 
of these celebrations.  These celebrations include a combination of Scripture, 
lessons, prayer, music and various toasts to honor the leaders and exemplary 
figures in our Masonic bodies as well as celebrating the Christmas season.  The 
celebrations are openly held and give a great opportunity to fellowship and pray 
with other Sir Knights and their families.  They also give a platform to promote 
our Knight Templar organization to Brother Masons and their families as well as 
the general public.
These Christmas Observances are one of the hallmarks of Templary and guide 

us on the path of the defense of the Christian religion.  As Christians, we are 
taught to place our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Redeemer and are also 
taught to share that Faith with all who are within shouting distance from the 
distant foothills to the top of the mountain.  We hope that you and your family 
will take the opportunity to share this great season with other Knights Templar 
and be sure to include your friends and neighbors throughout your community.

Check with your local York Rite bodies to find out where and when your 
Commandery will be celebrating their Christmas Observance and take the time to 
join in the Celebration!

Religious Activities of the Knights Templar

As we approach the Holiday Season and are about to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, let us remember that we are an organization that is charged 
with the protection of the Christian religion and the people that practice that 
religion.  As Knight Templars, we have vowed to protect those that are engaged 
in their own religious activities.  Below you will find an excerpt from the Grand 
Encampment committee from 1970 that gives explanation to our obligation for 
the protection of those religious activities:

Today one cannot read, hear or see any news medium without encountering 
the word “militant.” We are all familiar with the activities characteristic of 
some of those who seek, by almost any means, revolutionary changes in 
the political, economic and social life of our nation. Even our established 
religious institutions are under pressure from within by groups of such 
“militant” nature.

But long before this contemporary phenomenon Templary itself was a 
militant organization.  It remains militant, and must continue to be so if it 
is to be true to its historic heritage. Otherwise there is nothing more than 
an archaic quaintness to the declaration of its own members, each of whom 
has vowed to “wield my sword” in defense of certain individuals as well as in 
defense of one specific institution - the Church of Jesus Christ!

There is a difference in being militant for destruction and a militancy 
dedicated to preservation The Knight Templar is militant m defense of the 
Church as the body of which “the Great Captain of our Salvation,” our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is the head.

Thus Templary and the Church are inseparable, the former supporting, 
supplementing, implementing the latter, never being a substitute for or in 
competition with the one institution which gives Templary its meaning and 
reason for existence. Templary can no more separate itself from the defense 
of the Church and yet remain Templary, than the individual Knight Templar 
can abandon his Christian faith and yet remain a member of our Valiant and 
Magnanimous Order!

But faith is not mere belief! Faith is action, acting on the basis of what one 
believes. Thus the Biblical warning that “faith without works is dead.”

It is hoped that this brochure may be helpful in suggestions it makes for 
Commanderies of Knights Templar to act out the faith they profess. The 
ideas herein may well engender others, wherever there is imagination and 
creativity.

But let one question continue to gnaw at every body of Templary - how 
Christian, and how militant can it be, unless there is within every Grand 
Commandery, and in every Constituent and Subordinate Commandery as 
well, a Committee on Religious Activities?


