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Thoughts on Thanksgiving 
By SK Stephen P. Kroman 

Grand Prelate, Aide to Grand Commander, and Grand Photographer 
As the Holiday of Thanksgiving approaches we begin to think about the 

preparations we will make to enjoy a great feast meal, have 
family and friends over or, perhaps,  just a quiet dinner with 
a loved one.  Allow me to suggest the opportunity that this 
Thanksgiving has for all of us.  Let us take into our hearts 
and minds the "Idea" of Thankfulness, being Grateful for all 
that we have, not just on one day, rather on all days.  Here 
lies the opportunity to live in the mindfulness of Thankful-
ness and Gratitude each day as a living meditation for the 
Context of our Lives.  Many books have been written about 
the benefits of living one's life in this mindset.  I present for 
your consideration quotes from various people who write 
on the subject.  As you read them,  internalize the concepts  
and ideas that call to you to become a living, breathing, walking context of 
Thankfulness. 

 
Chris Tiegreen — Gratitude is a powerful prayer. You get more from God by 
thanking him than by begging him. And thanking him in advance for something 
he has promised but not yet given is a profound statement of faith.  Thankful-
ness is an act of humility. You're acknowledging that you're dependent, not self-
sufficient. And God is drawn to humble hearts. 
Simran Khurana — Being thankful has many benefits. A thankful heart has no 
place for arrogance, resentment, jealousy, or anger. You will often find that peo-
ple who express genuine gratitude have a pleasant and amiable personality. 
When you express gratitude, you make friends.  When gratitude is accompanied 
by a generous word of praise or two, relationships thrive. Also, a grateful person 
can hope to gain more favors in the future from his generous friends. 
Adabella Radici — As each day comes to us refreshed and anew, so does my 
gratitude renew itself daily. The breaking of the sun over the horizon is my 
grateful heart dawning upon a blessed world. 
G B Stern — Silent gratitude isn't much use to anyone. 

18 
19 

indiana supplement november 2018 

Alfred Painter — Saying thank you is more than good manners. It is good Spirit-
uality. 
Joseph Hall — What I have done is worthy of nothing but silence and forgetful-
ness, but what God has done for me is worthy of everlasting and thankful 
memory. 
G K Chesterton — When we were children we were grateful to those who filled 
our stockings at Christmas time. Why are we not grateful to God for filling our 
stockings with legs? 
William Shakespeare — O Lord, who lends me life; lend me a heart replete with 
thankfulness. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer — In ordinary life we hardly realize that we receive a great 
deal more than we give, and that it is only with gratitude that life becomes rich. 
Gerald Good — If you want to turn your life around, try thankfulness. It will 
change your life mightily. 
Basil Carpenter — Thank God every day when you get up that you have some-
thing to do that day which must be done whether you like it or not. Being forced 
to work and forced to do your best will breed in you temperance and self-
control, diligence and strength of will, cheerfulness and content, and a hundred 
virtues which the idle will never know. 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon — You say, 'If I had a little more, I should be very 
satisfied.' You make a mistake. If you are not content with what you have, you 
would not be satisfied if it were doubled. 
Henry Clay — Courtesies of a small and trivial character are the ones which 
strike deepest in the grateful and appreciating heart. 
 
My Prayer for all of us is a very Happy Thanksgiving which will live within you 
from this day forward so you reflect a grateful and thankful way of Being in the 
World, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

KROMAN 

Family, Friends, Prayer and Gratitude 
By TERRY LEE KEHRER 

Grand Commander 
I want to thank our Grand Prelate for his thoughts on Thanksgiving. I enjoy 

Thanksgiving each year as we have our family in for the traditional meal on 
Thanksgiving Day. We generally have about 30 to 40 relatives and friends 
around the table, which is extended from the dining room into the living room 
and then into the foyer. After I carve the turkey which Lady Wanda has pre-
pared, the traditional prayer is given around all the food on the kitchen island. 
Generally each person, in the circle, with hands held, adds something to the 
prayer for which he or she is thankful for and adds a memory for a family mem-
ber that is no longer with us. Our prayers are also for you and remember to give 
thanks to our God and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ for all that has been 
given us. Have a Happy Thanksgiving Day.  

https://www.thoughtco.com/facts-about-shakespeare-2985052

