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Grand Prelate Thanksgiving Message 
Sir Knights, 
For six generations my family has gathered around the 
very same dining room table at Thanksgiving.  As many 
as four generations have sat there at one time.  Many of 
my fondest memories as a child are the meals that were 
eaten there.  To be more precise, it is the memories of the 
people that encircled the table that I really hold dear.  My 
great grandparents would sit next to me when I was small 
and when my son was small he continued the tradition by 
having his great grandparents, my grandparents, sit next 
to him.  They are all gone now, but their memory lives on 
in my heart and I look forward to seeing them again in 
that celestial lodge above.  But their story continues both 
in the memories of all those gathered there and into future 
generations through family legend as well as through very 
visible reminders like that table at which we gathered. 
   
My grandfather and great grandfather were both Masons.  
Part of the reason I joined the fraternity initially was as a 
tribute to these two fine men.  My grandfather even came 
to Minnesota from Illinois to raise me to the sublime 
degree of a Master Mason.  Like sitting around that table, 
Masonry has become a part of our family story.  I am in 
hopes that someday my son will continue this tradition 

and have membership in the world’s greatest fraternity be 
a part of his story as well. 
 
At Thanksgiving, we are called by God to look back as 
well as forward.  We look back to the many blessings that 
Our Heavenly Father has bestowed upon us.  The beauty 
of this life is a gift.  More especially we as Christian 
Masons give thanks for the grace given by our Lord Jesus 
Christ through his death upon the cross and the new life 
we are given in His resurrection.  We also look forward 
for ways that we can be a blessing to others.  One of the 
greatest blessings I have ever received was to be the 
Pilgrim Minister from Minnesota for the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage in 2015.  That is a concrete way that each of 
us can be a blessing not only to a pastor, but to the 
congregation he or she serves.  To be sure, I am most 
thankful to you, sir knights, for that opportunity. 
   
This Thanksgiving, God willing, we will once again 
gather around that very old table at my parent’s home in 
Illinois.  There will once again this year be some faces 
missing.  But we will thank God for both those who are 
there and for those who have been there in the past as 
well as those who one day will take their place at our 
family table.  All the while, thanking God for all of His 
gift’s past, present, and future.   
 
One Day to Knights Templar March 16, 2019 9:00  
Minneapolis Scottish Rite 
2011 Dupont Ave. So, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Free Parking, Lunch at Noon 
Check out the details at: MNYORKRITE.ORG 
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