
HOC

IN

S
IG

N
O

VINCES

Missouri Supplement 
Russell S. Hanson, PGC, Editor 

107 S. Williams St., Fayette, MO  65248-1017 
573-864-4434 (cell) 

hansonr@missouri.edu 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. “To us in America, the re-
flections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of 
those who died in the country's service and with gratitude for the victory, both 
because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity 
it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the coun-
cil of the nations …” T. Woodrow Wilson, 28th President, November 11, 1919. 

Sir Knights, the end of 2018 approaches and we are rushing toward a number 
of festive holidays. These are joy filled times with family and friends. These 
times are perhaps, in part, afforded to us by those who served in the “Great 
War.” Much has changed since President Wilson made his speech in 1919. The 
Great War did not end all wars and we, as well as many other nations, offered 
up our youth for a variety of causes over the succeeding years. It is not my 
point to debate the value of these actions, the consequences or end results; 
but to remember those who, both living and deceased, answered the call of 
our nation. I would ask every Commandery in this jurisdiction, at a minimum, 
to set aside time to reflect upon those of our nation who served when they 
were summoned. In particular, keep in your thoughts those men and women 
who continue to carry the burden of their service in the recesses of their 
minds. In memory of Daniel William Fleer, 1896 - 1966, Co. F/ 1-61 Bde., Army 
of the United States (AUS) 1917 - 1920. 

It is my sincerest hope that you and your family are able to gather together 
these next several months to partake of the wonder, the joy, and the bounty 
which has been bestowed upon us and our country. I would also ask that come 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November, November 6th, you take 
the time to exercise your constitutional right to cast a ballot for the persons of 
your choice. I cannot think of a better way than this to honor a veteran. 

My visitation schedule for the month of November is: Thursday, 01 November - 
Palestine (Independence); Tuesday, 06 November - Ascension (Joplin);  
Wednesday, 07 November - Constantine (Greenfield); Monday, 12 November - 
St Graal (Columbia); Tuesday, 13 November - DeSoto (Farmington); Thursday,- 
15 November - Godfrey de Bouillion (Trenton); Friday, 16 November - Mountain 
Grove (Mountain Grove); Monday, 19 November - combined Kansas City and 

Oriental (Kansas City); Wednesday, 21 November - St Elmo (Bolivar); Monday, 
26 November - St John's (Springfield - tentative); Tuesday, 27 November - 
Lebanon (Lebanon - tentative). As always, I look forward to the opportunity to 
visit your Commandery. You, by your representative's ballots at the annual 
conclave, hired me to work for and serve you. 

Finally, Sir Knights, I close with this, “He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks: and nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more … come, let us walk in 
the light of the Lord.”( Isaiah 2:4 and 2:5b, RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

GIVING THANKS 

“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5:20) Read that scripture once more – “Give 
thanks always” – not just on Thanksgiving Day. Give thanks “for all things” be-
cause all things – both great and small in your life – are of God and flow from 
His blessings. All things come from God and the Father – not from you or your 
own works. 

Sir Knight Daniel R. Quesenberry, PGC (excerpt from November 2010 MO Sup) 

THANKS GIVING 

The act of thanks giving is a very important tool in the scope of human interac-
tions. As Knights Templar we work to contribute to the well-being of all human-
ity. We embrace an altruistic attitude and give freely of ourselves without hope 
of fee or reward. We act because our actions give us the satisfaction of having 
provided help, aid, and assistance. The result of our work is thanks enough. 
However, notice how extra special we feel when someone thanks us for what 
we have done. The benefits of showing gratitude are both physically and psy-
chologically significant. It is in our nature to show appreciation for what others 
have done for us. Giving and receiving thanks improves our mental state which 
can, in turn, contribute to better physical health. “Thank you” are two little 
words that have the power to improve the quality of our lives as well as the 
lives of those with whom we interact. 

Thank you for your contributions to our Valiant and Magnanimous Order. It is 
my fondest hope that each and every one of you will have a safe and pleas- 
ant Thanksgiving holiday surrounded by friends and family. May God bless you 
and keep you. May His Light shine upon our loved ones, friends, and fraters 
wherever dispersed. May His Strength provide support for those less fortunate 
and His Might protect the brave men and women of our armed forces who de- 
fend our great country and our precious freedom. 

Sir Knight Russell S. Hanson, PGC (from November 2010 MO Sup)
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