
 

 Sir Knights, 

November is here and we are well into Fall and our new 
Templar year. With the harvest of fall, frost on the pumpkins 
and Thanksgiving at hand, it is time to thank the Lord for all 
our Blessings. Thanksgiving was originally a time of giving 
thanks for the blessing of the harvest. The origin of our 
American celebration has been traced back to that famous 
celebration in Plymouth Massachusetts in 1621. George 
Washington was the first president to declare a day of 
Thanksgiving, proclaiming on December 18, 1777: “Now, 
therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day 
of November next, to be devoted by the people of these States 
to the service of that great and glorious Being who is the 
beneficent author of all the good that was, that is, or that will 
be.”  

I know Giving thanks can be difficult with all the 
destruction taking place in our country this year. Floods, wild 
fires, hurricanes, tornados, and volcanos have devastated 
much of our country this year. Yet we should be thankful for 
the first responders, the military and all the groups both 
religious and secular, that come to the aid of those in distress. 
We should be thankful for the bounty bestowed upon us, as 
we continue to be blessed more than most corners of this 
world. Despite all the turmoil, decisiveness, and calamity going 
on, we do, in fact, enjoy such a bounty in comparison to so 
many other places -- and so much of that blessing is despite 
ourselves!  
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As Knights Templar we are taught to “Feed the hungry, 
cloth the naked and bind up the wounds of the afflicted.” There 
are many ways that we can accomplish this. My daughter 
traveled with her church to New Orleans to help rebuild a 
family’s flooded house after hurricane Katrina. Then her 
church group went to Texas to help rebuild a home damaged 
from hurricane Harvey. We do not all have the time or ability 
to make such grand gestures but if we each do one small thing 
collectively they will make a difference in the world that we 
cannot imagine. Remember to, “Share the Blessing.” 

 
 “I am only one, but I am still one. I cannot do 

everything, but still I can do something. And because I 
cannot do everything I will not refuse to do the something 
that I can do.”                                                                                   
- Helen Keller 

 
We have many blessings that we can share. You may 

not be able to volunteer, but you may have a spare coat or 
sweater laying around that someone in need of warmth would 
really appreciate. You may not have something to donate but 
you may be able to pay for a stranger’s coffee. You may not 
be able to pay for a stranger but you can still smile at them and 
say hello. Just the smallest of things could change a person’s 
day and have an impact on their entire life. Do what you can 
and be truly thankful this year for all the blessings God has 
bestowed upon us.  

“For he is good; for his mercy endureth forever.” 
 

Dates to remember: 

Nov     8 York Rite Unity Night – Harrisburg 

Nov  9, 10 Line Officers Seminar – Elizabethtown 

Dec 25 God’s great Gift and Blessing to us all! 

 

Courteously, 

S.K. Benjamin A. Beynon,  

Grand Commander 
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