
 

     The Templars’ history is full of many legends and stories, most of them 
transmitted orally and enriched according to the teller’s imagination and there 
are too few veridical documents. The Italian historian Simonetta Cerrini found 
only nine authentic manuscripts about this Order. 
     After the Jerusalem conquest, the Crusaders, considering their mission was 
completed, returned home. However, the problem of defending this precarious 
conquest, surrounded by Muslims, remained unresolved. In 1118, during the 
reign of the King Baldwin II, Hugues de Payens, a Knight of Champagne, together 
with other eight knights made a permanent Vow to defend forever the Christian 
Kingdom, laying the foundations of an alternative organization to the society 
antecedent to that age, remaining both clergymen and warriors, builders or 
bankers. 
     With respect to the year of the Order creation, there is in this case too 
several different opinions, different authors placing this event between 1117 
and 1120, but the only one certified document is the Chronicle of Guillaume, 
Archbishop of Tyre, chancellor of Jerusalem Kingdom and Preceptor of the 
future king Baldwin IV, who told clearly: “During the year 1118, several Sir 
Knights from the Equestrian Order, people dedicated to God and animated by 
religious feeling, are in service of Christ and make a vow in front of the patriarch 
to live according to the habit of the regular canons, in chastity, submission and 
poverty“. 
     The nine knights who founded the Order were: Hugues de Payens, Geoffrey 
de St. Omer, Rossal, Gondamer, Geoffrey Bisol, Payen de Montdidier, 
Archambaud de St. Agnat, Andre de Montbard and Hugh Conte de Champagne. 
Baldwin accepted their services and assured them as an office a portion of the 
palace, part of the city temple, in the Mosque Al-Aqsa, supposed to be on the 
place of Solomon’s Temple and hence the first name of "pauvres chevaliers du 
temple" (Poor Knights of the Temple) and Ordo pauperes comilitiones Christi 
Templique Solomonici. 
     This name also determined the choice of the badge representing two riders 
on a horse in order to show their poverty, which was not true because, 
according to the Norma (the Order Regulation), each knight had three horses 
and the sergeants one. According to Simonetta Cerrini, the origin of this batch 
was in the fact that, on the road to Jerusalem, there was a defile called Col de 
pelerins, very dangerous, extremely favourable to the ambushes organized by 
the Muslims or by the brigands against the pilgrims. In order to assure them a 
better protection, the knights mounted the pilgrims behind them, on horse, and 
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this image became very popular in connection with the Templars. 

 
     In the subsequent evolution and development of the Order, a particular part 
was played by two Cistercian monks, namely Bernard de Clairvaux and Etiene 
Harding. 
     Saint Bernard, although of a noble origin, chose the religious path and he 
became the abbot of the Cistercian Abbey of Clairvaux. After the foundation of 
the Order, Hugues de Payenes travelled to Europe, sent by the King Baldwin II, 
in order to make him known and to recruit knights. On this occasion, he met 
Bernard de Clairvaux, who was immediately conquered by the values promoted 
by this new Order and wrote the essay De laude novae militiae, in which he 
praises and encourages this new army and he criticizes the ancient laic chivalry. 
Also under the influence of Saint Bernard, the Council of Troyes was deployed 
on January 13, 1129, on this occasion being written the Norma according to 
which this Order will operate. The same Saint Bernard, making use of his 
influence on the Pope, takes the Templars from the authority of the Jerusalem 
Patriarch, passing this Order under the direct authority of the Pope. This fact is 
consecrated by the Bulla Omne Datum Optimum published in 1139 by the Pope 
Inocentiu II, who takes the Order out of any local authority and legislation.  
     Etiene Harding, of English origin, the abbot of the Citeaux Abbey, a great 
scholar of those times, fluently spoke four languages and had studied religious 
texts, as well as everything related to the music and the liturgical clothes, 
artefacts, adornments and architecture of the churches. Knights Templar, when 
they arranged their garrison in the ruins of the Temple, found several Hebrew 
documents that, not being able to understand, they sent in France to Etiene 
Harding. He deciphered them and provided to the Templars a series of esoteric 
knowledge and philosophical teachings that helped them to evolve spiritually 
and to change their way of thought as well as their behaviour. 
     These two spiritual mentors, as well as the papal bulla Omne datum 
optimum, contributed to the spectacular development of the Order in the years 
to come, with a strong impact on the medieval society of that time. This 
evolution attracted a high admiration towards the Templars, but, unfortunately, 
also a lot of envy and hatred.  
     To be continued… 
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