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Brethren and Sir Knights,  
 

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior! In this 
month of November, we are blessed with a special Holiday: 
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a time for us to focus on the many 
blessings poured out on us by God. Psalm 133 reminds us that 
brotherly love is like a blessing that is beautifully wasteful in how 
much we are given. We are truly blessed, my brothers! We are in a 
country that has freedoms that many cannot imagine. We are 
blessed with plenty, with opportunities to love each other and 
even to disagree with one another. We are blessed with friends 
and families and people who love us. If you are a Mason, you are 
loved, and are family. If you are a Knight Templar, you are a 
brother who has dedicated himself to serving our Most High 
God and defending the Christian religion, not with the inferior 
muscles of our arms or with weak metal, but with the strength of 
our hearts that are armed with God’s Love. That is who we are.  

We need to be thankful for our blessings that we do not 
always stop and think about, as well as the obvious ones that we 
do. One of the great blessings that I would call your attention to 
is the blessing of our Grand Lodge and that we are Masons 
before we are York Rite Masons. During this year we saw a few 
problems of when brothers in other states have forgotten that as 
York Rite Masons, we only exist as an appendage of the Blue 
Lodge. The Grand Lodge is sovereign and supreme, and as 
Grand Commander of this great State, I am still under the 

authority of the Grand Master, just as you are. This is a blessing, 
my brothers. This blessing allows us to ensure that we are 
cherishing the values of our obligations and not thinking that we 
are more important than our roots. If we were to read from 1 
Corinthians 12:12-27 (NIV), we would find the following: 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. ... 16 And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense 
of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were 
all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many 
parts, but one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” 
And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On 
the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable 
we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable 
are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts 
need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, 
giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there 
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have 
equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it. 

You, Sir Knight, are a part of the Body of Christ, and a 
part of the Body of Freemasonry. You are loved. Give Thanks to 
God, on Thanksgiving day and every other day. Blessings to 
each and every one of you. If I can help you, please contact me 
at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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