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HEAVEN & HELL 
 
A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, "Lord, I 
would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like. " 
  
The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He opened one of the doors and the holy 
man looked in. In th e middle of the room was a large round table. In the middle 
of the table was a large pot of stew which smelled delicious and made the holy 
man's mouth water. The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They 
appeared to be famished. They were holding spoons with very long handles that 
were strapped to their arms and each found it possible to reach into the pot of stew 
and take a spoonful, but because the handle was longer than their arms, they could 
not get the spoons back into their mouths. The holy man shuddered at the sight of 
their misery and suffering. The Lord said, "You have seen Hell." 
  
They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the 
first one. There was the large round table with the large pot of stew which made 
the Holy man's mouth water. The people were equipped with the same long-
handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished and plump, laughing and 
talking. The Holy man said, "I don't understand." "It is simple" said the Lord, "it 
requires but one skill. 
  
You see, they have learned to feed each other, while the greedy think only of 
themselves." When Jesus died on the cross he was thinking of you!  
  
-- Author Unknown 
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FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
 

Sir Knights, as you read this message, we are finishing the third quarter 
of our Templar Year and what a year it has been. Our Knight Templar golf 
tournament was a financial success. Our Knight Templar Charity Ball continues 
to grow and was a rousing success on all levels. Unfortunately, we suffered a 
setback when we had to cancel the 2019 draw down due to poor ticket sales. 
The fund raising committee will be assessing this for the future. We are working 
to increase membership in the Alabama York Rite. An effort is underway to 
establish new bodies in Gurley AL. A significant number of new members are 
receiving the Chapter and Council Degrees in North Alabama at several 
different conferrals. In South Alabama, the Chapter and Council are scheduled 
for 2 November in Montgomery AL. All of this activity will culminate with 
conferral of the Commandery Orders on 7 December in Decatur AL. I 
encourage all to be at Decatur to welcome these new Sir Knights into Templary. 

As we all know, membership is the top priority for this triennium. In 
Alabama, the membership committee of your Grand Commandery has been 
hard at work on a Recruitment/ Reinstatement/Retention plan. The local 
Commandery membership committees will be the tip of the spear in the 
implementing this plan. I encourage you to take this effort to heart. Use their 
ideas, contribute your own ideas for improvement, familiarize yourselves with 
all the resources available from the Grand Encampment and, most importantly, 
labor unceasingly toward success in spreading the beauties of Templary to a 
new generation of Sir Knights. This is an important time to be a Knight 
Templar. Together we can ensure the future success and prosperity of our 
Commanderies. 

As we approach the end of the calendar year, our lives become more 
hectic. In the face of all that will be desired of you, please remember to never 
neglect those truly important duties; to your family, to your brothers, to your 
neighbors and most of all, to God. All of these are encompassed in your local 
Commandery Christmas Observance. I urge you to attend and bring family, 
friends and Sir Knights who may have drifted from us. I look forward to 
attending as many of these as possible. 

In closing, I wish God’s blessing on each Templar family now and 
throughout this Templar year. 
In His service, 
Thomas H. Nesbit - R.E. Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Alabama 
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