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Greetings my Fellow Soldiers in Christ;

As I write this message, I am just back from Albany and our NE Dept. conference. It’s 
always enjoyable to attend the conference, even though this was my 9th or 10th con-
ference. I strongly recommend the Leadership Training to all! This valuable training is 
offered free by our Grand Encampment. It was good to be with Sir Knight Jeffery Nelson 
the Right Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encampment. 
Connecticut had its stamp on this conference as usual, as S.K. Charles D. O’Neill, S.K. 
Charles A. McCollum, and S.K. Stuart K. Drost the NE Department Commander were 
either teaching or Administered this event again! Thank you, Sir Knights, for another 
enjoyable Conference. 
The key topic as expected in the Commandery session was “Membership”. Sir Knight 
William A. Garrard Past Dept. Commander gave an interactive presentation and stimu-
lated us with much input and discussion regarding membership, its Importance and how 
we may improve it. We learned that we “ALL”, each and every one of us are responsible 
for maintaining and improving our membership! So “it’s not his Responsibility!” We 
need to tell our fellow Blue Lodge Masons about the further light we can share, and 
help them improve their knowledge base and improve themselves in Masonry. There 
are many tools offered to help us improve our Membership on the Grand Encampment 
Website. Sir Knights go to the Grand Encampment Website, listen to the webinars and 
look at all that has been provided! There are Downloadable PowerPoints and other 
helpful presentations we can make use of! Check out the “Toolbox” on the website and 
the three-minute drill!
Sir Knights we need to share this gift we have been given with others. We need to give 
our new members a worthwhile experience, we need to educate them about the many 
benefits of being a York Rite Member. Keep those petitions handy and strike while the 
iron is hot, only 10% of the Master Masons in CT are York Rite Members! I want to 
Thank Our Grand Prelate S.K. Bruce R. Bellmore REPGC for the message he has pro-
vided! I hope you read and enjoy his message. I always relish the words of S.K. Bellmore. 
Lady Linda and I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving! May the peace of the Lord remain 
with you!

“Live Templary, Be of Service”
Michael E. Seamon, KTCH

Grand Commander

From the Grand Prelate:

My Beloved Fraters,
Thanksgiving is a time for families, football, and food, but it is also a time for us to 
reflect on the many benefits and blessings we have received from the gracious hand of 
our loving Lord.

As we gather around our dinner tables this year, I offer the following prayer and medita-
tion, written by Kelli Mahoney and shared by Xavier University:

Thank you, Lord, for the blessings you have bestowed on my life. You have provided me 
with more than I could ever have imagined. You have surrounded me with people who 
always look out for me. You have given me family and friends who bless me every day 
with kind words and actions. They lift me up in ways that keep my eyes focused on you 
and make my spirit soar.

Also, thank you, Lord, for keeping me safe. You protect me from those things that seem 
to haunt others. You help me make better choices and provide me with advisors to help 
me with life’s difficult decisions. You speak to me in so many ways so that I always know 
you are here.

And Lord, I am so grateful for keeping those around me safe and loved. I hope that you 
provide me with the ability and sense to show them every day how much they matter. I 
hope that you give me the ability to give to them the same kindness they have provided 
to me.

I am extremely grateful for all of your blessings in my life, Lord. I pray that you remind 
me of just how blessed I am and that you never allow me to forget to show my gratitude 
in prayer and returned acts of kindness.
Thank you, Lord. Amen.

Let us also ask the blessing of our Heavenly Father upon all those who are less fortunate 
and whom we, as Knights Templar, are pledged to help, aid, and assist with our counsel 
and our purse, if needed. Let us ever remember our obligations to feed the hungry, 
cloth the naked, and bind up the wounds of the afflicted. Our communities all have food 
pantries, clothes closets, and other resources that are always in need of the gifts of our 
time, our talents, and our treasure to help those in need. While we give thanks for our 
many blessings, let us work to bless these lives as well. Nothing is more rewarding than 
serving or providing a Thanksgiving meal to those who would otherwise be hungry and 
alone, or to provide warm clothing to those who need them. 

May God bless you and your families this Thanksgiving Day and every day throughout 
the year and may we dedicate ourselves to His service through our service to others.

Rev. and SK Bruce R. Bellmore, PGC, KCT
Grand Prelate


