
 

 

  We no longer fight a “Holy War”, as they once did centuries ago.  We do 
not divest ourselves of our worldly possessions in the way that they did, 
(though, to some degree, we do commit to a similar ideal).  We DO make a 
commitment to higher ideals and values beyond our individual selves.  We 
strive to hold ourselves to a higher standard in our lives and pledge a 
commitment to the Christian ideals – those of service to God, our 
communities, each other and to the values and character we read and 
learn about. It’s not an easy task and we have to work at maintaining those 
higher values and traits of character that we profess as Knights of the 
Order. To be sure, this is a learned process.  It needs a conscious effort to 
be worked on and lived every day.  It is a lot easier to just go with the flow 
and not get too bogged down in the minutiae when no one else seems to 
be concerned or even care. So, if you live the values of a Knight Templar, 
what does it get you in the end? Some would say that virtue is its own 
reward. Then there is the expression “well, GOD sees it and knows” or 
“you'll get your reward in heaven”. There is really no way to know this 
without faith and belief.  As a Knight, you have sworn to profess that belief 
and carry that faith.  It is a commitment to those tenants of the oath you 
took when you were knighted.  You have already made that commitment 
and it IS hard! However, having made that commitment, and in having that 
faith in God and His promise, you have made a bold step forward. So, you 
ask “how do I go about living this more Christian ideal?” A first step would 
be to look HONESTLY at yourself.  Take an honest assessment of how you 
behave and how you treat others. You know the most about what your 
weaknesses are or where you don’t live up to your commitments.  The key 
word is HONESTY...  it is a hard thing to do, to admit your weaknesses, the 
lies we tell ourselves, the 'shortcuts' we take or how we treat others in our 
daily lives, and, most importantly, our commitment and duties to God.  As 
a Christian Knight – our first duty is to God.  Without that center, we are 
just lying to ourselves, and as the bard said “to thine own self, be true; 
then thou canst be false to no man.”  God does not expect us to be perfect 
(and never has – that is why there is forgiveness.)  But you ARE expected 
to ask for it, and in doing so, you acknowledge your imperfections and 
weaknesses and (hopefully) take the necessary steps to correct them. We 
are taught that God will forgive us for almost anything, if we first 
acknowledge our transgressions, and then actively address them with the 
sincere effort to be better.  That is the essence of a pure Christian faith and 
the foundation of the Templar commitment. After acknowledging these 
things, and then setting ourselves on a committed path of redemption, 
how do we then carry that enlightenment over and into our daily lives? 
For one thing, and NO, I do NOT have all the answers, how you treat others 
is almost as important as your faith.  The old saying “do unto others....” is a 
very good first guide. Your first commitment in Masonry is your belief in a 
Supreme Deity.        
                                                             To be continued… 
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Why Are You Here? A paper presented by Grand Recorder Jerry Peeters 
A question with any number of possible answers on many levels....and 
many of those are related to or lead to these other elements and thoughts 
to consider.  It is often hard to separate the various paths or reasons that 
bring you to a particular place or time and just as often, we don't actually 
stop to think about how we got to that time and place, much less why.  All 
too often, we simply take the path of least resistance and don't really think 
about why we make the choices we do, or even if there is a plan, conscious 
or unconscious.  All too often, we don't really have a conscious plan.  It just 
seems like the thing to do at the time. With all that said, I would ask that 
you focus on the reason you are sitting here this evening and why you 
became a Knight Templar.  Regardless of what actually led you to this 
particular time and place, here you are.  Now might be a good time to 
actually consider and think about how you got here; what led you to this 
place;  and now that you are here, what is it that you intend to do with it. 
“What is it you came here to do?” Are those words familiar to you?  They 
should be because they are among the very first words you heard when 
you became a Mason. So now, you might want to think about what it means 
to be a Knight Templar.  What are the commitments you made (or 
promised) to the organization; to each other; and most importantly, to 
yourself.  Make no mistake.  You have consciously chosen a very specific 
and particular path and have made a very strong commitment and yes, a 
promise on your path to being right here - tonight. To get here, you made a 
commitment to several groups (e.g., Masonic organizations), and to a 
certain degree, though not completely, some of those are more focused on 
a social level.  Yes, there are certain commitments that you agreed to in 
these organizations, and make no mistake; these are commitments that 
must be taken seriously and fulfilled.  But your Commandery association is 
a little bit different. Commandery is not quite as easy as are the paths to 
the groups leading up to it.  The focus as a Knight Templar and within a 
Commandery of your Brothers becomes a lot more specific, and the 
commitment you made in time and effort is much greater. It is a lot harder 
to join a Commandery. Membership carries with it a greater commitment 
in the time and effort demanded of you.  By now, most of you have some 
idea of the history of our Order and of the Knights Templar. The original 
commitment by those Sir Knights led by Jacques DeMolay was that they 
gave up their worldly possessions, committed themselves to a religious 
ideal and went out in search of their truth, and accepting that truth in 
whichever way it would manifest itself.  Their commitment was made to 
something other than themselves; an unselfishness to seek truth; to aid, 
assist and defend the pilgrims on their journey to the Holy Land and to do 
whatever it took to achieve it.  It was a passionate and deeply religious 
quest. And as such, they were regarded as fierce warriors. Today, the 
Chivalric character of our modern-day Knights is expressed in the values 
we believe in and share among our Brothers.   


