
Delaware Supplement 
Mark E. Irwin, Editor 

6420 Shutt Road 

Spring Grove, PA  17362 

Phone: 443-750-0842 

Email:mirwin@meitrading.com 
 

 

John A. Eberly 

Grand Commander 

 

 

Sir Knights, 
 
This month we celebrate a national holiday of Thanksgiving. As 
Christians, may the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior lead us all to 
grow gratitude in our hearts. “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, 
and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, and bless His name. 
For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His 
faithfulness to all generations.” Psalm 100:4-5. As we give thanks 
for the many blessings in our lives, let us also be mindful of those 
less fortunate, and remember that we are all children of God. 
When our family gathered together for a meal, there was a blessing 
my grandfather, W. Russel M. Staley, would oft use. It came from a 
newspaper column, as I recall, but I’ll forever associate it with him 
in my memory: 
 
 O Heavenly Father: 
 We thank Thee for food, and remember the hungry. 
 We thank Thee for health, and remember the sick. 
 We thank Thee for friends, and remember the friendless. 
 We thank Thee for freedom, and remember the enslaved. 
 May these remembrances stir us to service, 
 That Thy gifts to us may be used for others. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us be thankful for new Sir Knights among us. On November 7, 
St. Andrew’s Commandery No. 2 will be conferring the Order of the 
Temple at the Asylum in Dover. The conclave will open at 7:30 pm. 
Candidates are asked to arrive at 6:30 pm. I am personally grateful 
for those of our newest Sir Knights who will be participating in the 

 

ceremony. I believe that having more men promotes interest in the 
work, brings new talent to the ritual, and deepens the pool of our 
collective knowledge and experience, strengthening the Order in 
many ways. Thank you. 
 
Let us be thankful for all of our members, in general. Sir Knights, as 
I’m writing this, I’m recently back from our Mid-Atlantic Department 
conference. Sir Knight Jeffrey Nelson, our Most Eminent Grand 
Master, spoke eloquently about the need to focus on membership, 
with a focus on the three “R’s” (recruitment, retention, and 
restoration) and ambitious goals for the current Triennium. The 
session was inspiring. To do my part and my duty to assist in this 
work, I will be reaching out to the three Commanderies to address 
the Grand Master’s message and review the requirements of 
General Order No. 5, issued earlier this year by the Grand Master. I 
will also be working with the members of your Grand 
Commandery’s Membership Committee to discuss how to 
strengthen their work. On a somewhat related note, if there are any 
Sir Knights that you believe should be commended for their work, 
note that the Grand Encampment’s web page has information on 
Grand Encampment awards and honors. For further information, 
please contact me or Sir Knights Ken Weaver, Fred Palmer, George 
Gadsby, or J.B. Walsh. 
 
Finally, we are preparing our hearts for the Advent season and the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please check with your Recorder or 
Commander for information on your Commandery’s Christmas 
Observance, and how you might be able to help. 

 
Thank you, and God’s blessings upon you as we enter the holiday 
season. 
 
Yours in Templary, 
John A. Eberly 
R.E. Grand Commander 
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