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Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas! 

The Oft Ignored November 

I don’t often think about the month of November, I doubt any of us 
do.  Yet recently, I had the notion of just how important the month of 
November is to us Americans. What makes this month something to 
hold in higher regard than the rest? It symbolizes what is best about 
America all in one month; let’s start at the beginning of the month. 

Now I know a lot of people that might say “nothing good happens at 
the start of November. That’s when it starts to get colder, and that’s 
when we set the clocks back to standard time so it gets dark by five 
o’clock.” However I’d argue that the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday is very important to all Americans:  It is when we vote. This 
is the time of year we decide to choose who will lead us for the next 
year or six. What started as a uniquely American experience is now 
a symbol of a free society, our right to choose our government. This 
is one of the most important parts of our American heritage, and we 
celebrate this right in November. 

Generally, as it is the nature of calendars, another important 

American observance occurs about one week later:  Veteran’s Day. 

Originally Armistices Day to commemorate the end of the First World 

War, now a day we set aside to honor all of those who have fought 

so bravely to ensure the security of this great nation. The military 

heritage of this nation is filled with the names of great men who 

sacrificed to guarantee that we would live under the blanket of 

freedom. These names we can find on monuments in our nation’s 

capital or can be found on a small obelisk in the square of many tiny 

towns across the country.  

Finally, we have Thanksgiving, the third “major” day of the month. 

Thanksgiving is the time we reflect upon all the joys and gifts that the 

Great Creator has given us. Most of us will take the day to enjoy time 

with family, and we will truly take an opportunity to enjoy the Lord’s 

bounty. The first Thanksgiving was a day of being grateful for just 

making through the year, and now is a time of sharing with those 

around us. So as we celebrate this year, let us not just be thankful 

for the blessings from heaven we receive, but also do our part to 

share those blessings with others less fortunate than ourselves. 

Most months don’t have this many reasons to celebrate, so let us not 

overlook the opportunities this month gives us to do so. In doing so it 

gives you plenty of opportunities to be a good Templar as well. To 

show our commitment to our civic duties, as well as to demonstrate 

the charity and goodwill that should be practiced by every Knight 

Templar. 

I wish every Sir Knight and his Lady a Happy Thanksgiving and hope 

that the blessings of our Savior fill every aspect of your lives. 

 

Sir Knight Jamie L. Carwell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to send a donation to help our Wreaths Across America 

Campaign, the time to get in donations is rapidly closing. 
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