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This is the day that the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and give thanks. 

  

As we get closer to this Thanksgiving Holiday, I wanted to take a few 

moments to remind us all of the significance and the actual purpose of 

this Holiday.  As with so many parts of our history, both in this Country 

and in our Fraternity, there is a reason that stems from a deeper 

significance.  

We credit President Abraham Lincoln for 

declaring Thanksgiving a federal holiday in 1863, during the American 

Civil War. He called it a national day of “Thanksgiving and Praise to our 

beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens,” to be celebrated on the 

last Thursday in November.  During this day of thanksgiving, we should 

be thankful to our Lord for all that he gives to us each and every day.  

Originally in my family, I know we started with a tradition on this 

holiday to start with something we are thankful for from each and every 

person.  We would go around the table and each person would say 

something, sometimes the largest thing we are thankful for.  I think that it 

often times gives us a chance to stop and thank someone for what they 

have done for… for us.  Whether it is something done for us, our families, 

our communities, or a broader group that we are thankful for. 

Brother Grand Senior Warden, your counsel was timely and good... 

Oh, the amount of counsel you get as an Officer in any Masonic 

institution is voluminous.  As a new officer, I remember hearing all the 

Advice that I got from other Past Officers.  This advice was indeed timely 

and much of it good, even if a bit different than my own instincts.  I 
know I heard from Past Masters that I respected greatly and still 
do.  Their advice was based on their experiences, and their own 
time through the Chairs, and it was one portion of the view that I 
would grow to build.  

Finally, I try and apply that good counsel.  Sometimes we have to 
thank the person but let them know that we don't agree.  
Sometimes, we will agree, and letting the giver know that can 
bring peace of mind that they have been heard and are 
appreciated.  We may not know how to act on it, and this could be 
a good time to get more good counsel.  Finally, we may need to 
take it back and think about it, meditate and pray on the advice 
given.  

By cultivating an open exchange of advice and giving appreciation 
for that advice, we grow, and we improve.  We remember the 
charge to the Entered Apprentice by the Master of the Lodge 
about the fact that such people, when gathered together, will 
naturally seek each other's wellbeing along with their own.  I 
always remember that while I may not agree with the Counsel, it 
was given to me as a gift, and I am aptly appreciative of that gift.   

As you reflect on the gift of good counsel, I hope that we all are 
able to receive such gifts often, with grace and humility, and a 
sense of appreciation of the manner in which they are given.  To 
those who have given me such great advice, I say thank you for all 
of your gifts.  And on this day of Thanksgiving, I wish you, and all of 
your families the best of the season! 

 SK Brian K. Dimatteo, KTCH, KCT 
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Let us Give our Heartfelt Thanks to the Lord 
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