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Thank You for Everything You Do! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

Thanksgiving has a different meaning for many people and the holiday is cele-
brated in many ways. In the process of preparing this message, I was notified 
that one of our Masonic Brothers, Sir Knight John Wesley Shoemaker, passed 
away. John served as secretary or recorder of many Masonic Bodies and was a 
servant in his community and church. During his funeral service, family and 
friends described his desire to help others and how he refused to be acknowl-
edged for any of his actions. John exemplified the Tenants of Freemasonry and 
he lived the life of a True Mason. I am thankful for having known John and I 
appreciate knowing all my Masonic Brothers, Companions, and Sir Knights. 

I challenge each of you this Thanksgiving to remember the many Masonic 
Brothers, Companions, and Sir Knights that you have known during your Ma-
sonic careers. God has blessed each of us with a wonderful opportunity to be 
in the presence of our Masonic Brethren and we should remember this during 
Thanksgiving. I will close with this, “In every thing give thanks: for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18 KJV) 

He is Risen! 

Sir Knight Clark A. McLemore, Grand Commander 

A HOSPITALER COMMITTEE THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 

Many countries celebrate an annual thanksgiving event:  England, Canada, 
USA, Australia, etc. I am especially impressed with the history of our annual 
event and hope that you are as well. 

In 1619, 38 settlers from England celebrated their safe voyage to Virginia by 
having a day of feasting with a religious ceremony. They declared to make this 
an annual event and documented it in their history. The day was primarily 
overseen by the religious leaders present at the ceremony. 

In 1621, Plymouth settlers and the local native American Indian tribe celebrat-
ed a good harvest year with a feast followed with a religious ceremony over-
seen by religious leaders in the community. This event was documented in 
their history, but not declared to be an annual event. 

At first, the religious leaders proclaimed and oversaw all Thanksgiving events. 
Therefore, they were never scheduled on the Sabbath day of the week. They 
were intended to thank God for providing the necessities that they needed as a 
community. Later Thanksgiving events were held to celebrate individual and 
political accomplishments using the same format. 

President George Washington declared the first national Thanksgiving Day on 
21 November 1789. Early Thanksgiving Days were held at different times and 
days in different States. President Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving Day 
a National Holiday on the final Thursday in November. Since it is possible for 
November to have five Thursdays, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, with the 
approval of Congress, declared Thanksgiving Day be held on the fourth Thurs-
day in November. This was adopted nationally on 26 December 1941 (just 
eleven days before I was born and soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor). 

Today, we still celebrate Thanksgiving Day on the fourth Thursday by gathering 
together for a feast and to renew companionship with family and friends. How-
ever, to me the most important part of Thanksgiving has slipped into the back-
ground – the religious ceremony. Sure, we say our prayer at the meal and 
some people tell what they are thankful for, but the reading of the bible and 
praising God has been replaced by a Thanksgiving parade and a football game. 
We should all realize and remember that, as Knights Templar, every day for us 
is a Thanksgiving Day. 

Sir Knight Dennis A. Abernathy, Grand Captain General 
Hospitaler Committee Chairman 

REMEMBER TO GIVE THANKS 

“On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 
and lifted up their voices and said, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.’ When he 
saw them he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they 
went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' 
feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then said Jesus, ‘Were not 
ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise 
to God except this foreigner?’ And he said to him, ‘Rise and go your way; your 
faith has made you well.’” (Luke 17:11-19 RSV) 

Many religious leaders use this passage to highlight the need to give thanks to 
the Lord and to return the kindnesses expressed to us by others. We can get 
so caught up in our personal lives that sometimes we fail to recognize that the 
Lord is at work in our lives. We all have needs and we pray to God’s provision 
to satisfy them. We pray for healing, strength, provisions, and peace. 

As we prepare for our traditional Thanksgiving event this year, we should take 
time to consider our bounty. This Thanksgiving Day we should all slow down 
and give thanks to the Lord.
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