
 

Do what you say! 
 

My fellow Sir Knights,  

      In light if my September article where I said I was going to 

focus more on my family and the other things that are important to 

me, I want to talk about something that really bothers me and is 

something I have been guilty of myself of late. 

 

 What I am talking about is being committed to what you do 

and doing what you say you are going to do. We are all very busy 

in our lives however as Masons, we lack the ability to say NO.    

The problem then comes to light when we say yes to everything but 

then fail to follow through on what we have said yes to previously 

because there is no time, or this “new thing” seems better that the 

original thing you have already committed to.  

 

There is a great quote out there, thou I do not know who 

said it but is goes a little something like this “Commitment means 

staying loyal to what you said you were going to do long after the 

mood you said it has left you”. Another great quote on this comes 

from Abraham Lincoln who said, “Commitment is what transforms 

a promise into reality”. 

 

We all see the pain of this all over in our fraternity and its 

appendant bodies. We have brothers who are the first to stand up 

and carry on about what we need to do, the last to show up to do it 

and then the first again to stand and complain that it wasn’t done. 

We have Brothers who take on a task because no one else will do it, 

but then fail to get it done themselves because they were not fully 

committed to it.  

We have Brothers who take on a task or make a commitment as an 

officer in Lodge, then something else comes along in another 

appendant body and suddenly they forget where they came from 

and the previous commitment no longer means anything.  

 

 I am 100% aware that one of the purposes of Free Masonry 

is improve ourselves and this is sometimes achieved through 

further light in other appendant bodies. The thing that is 

bothersome to me and to many others, is when our Brother goes 

forth and makes commitments to others while forsaking their 

previous commitments. He will lose site of what matters most, of 

where he got his start and the fact that he would not be where he is 

or doing what he is doing now if it were not for those Brothers he 

made that first commitment to in his Blue lodge. 

 

 It is difficult to speak of this problem or issue without it 

sounding like I am against joining anything or doing anything 

outside of our Blue Lodge, as any of you who know me, know, I 

am a member of almost everything Masonic in Montana. I think 

what I am trying to say in a round about way, is that if you have no 

intention of fulfilling a commitment you make, then don’t make it 

because people are depending on your commitment.  

 

The great thing about us being intelligent beings is our 

ability to decide for ourselves. We can decide if we have time to 

commit to something or not, If we have already committed 

ourselves to something, we can chose to wait to commit to the next 

thing until the first thing is done or in a better place where we can 

take on both things. Every Masonic body need’s people to commit 

to make them grow but no one Masonic body should be made to 

suffer for the betterment of the other.  

 

I am certain that this article will rub some Brothers the 

wrong way which is certainly NOT my intention, my intention is to 

try to remind us all where we came from and what we came here to 

do in all phases of this family. 
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