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DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
 
Greetings, Sir Knights! 
 
I write to you having just returned from the Mid-Atlantic Department 
Conference, held right outside of Washington, D.C. At this event, we had 
the honor of being addressed by our Grand Master, Jeffrey N. Nelson. 
His top priority for this triennium is membership: recruitment, retention, 
and restoration.  I would like to take this opportunity to convey to you 
some of my considerations on this subject.  
 
The fall is the time of year when most North Carolina Commanderies 
open and preside in their York Rite bodies. Let us take a moment to 
consider what we can do to help other absent knights return to our 
asylums. Within our Commanderies, there are plenty of things we can do 
to improve retention and participation of the members. Our Grand 
Commander has prepared a packet of information that is full of excellent 
information and suggestions for ways to improve the quality of the 
meetings, the ritual work, perform public ceremonies, and other 
Commandery activities. Please contact any of your district officers or 
Grand Commandery officers for further information.  
 
New members come from the Blue Lodges. If we want to see 
appreciable improvement in the fortunes of our Commanderies, then we 
should look to the health of our Blue Lodges, for if the lodges are 
struggling, the appendant bodies will struggle worse. It is urgent that we 
are active in our Blue Lodges- not necessarily promoting the York Rite, 
but helping it grow and thrive. Be visible in your Blue Lodges; assist with 
the degrees, help out at fundraisers, and participate in the committees. 
The best way to generate interest in Masons, however, is through 
coaching candidates.  There will be countless opportunities to let them  
 
  
 

 

      

know that further light in Masonry awaits them in the York Rite.  
 
Perhaps the most effective way to draw new members into the York Rite 
is by coaching candidates through the degrees. If the candidate you are 
instructing in Freemasonry understands that the Masonic world has 
more to offer in terms of instruction and growth, then he is much more 
likely to be curious about membership in the York Rite. You don’t always 
have to put on a presentation about the York Rite or the Commandery to 
generate interest. Sometimes just wearing a lapel pin or ring may be all 
that is needed to start that conversation.  
 
Christmas observances are another excellent way to showcase the 
Commandery before prospective Masons and the public at large. Make 
the most of this opportunity to display the beauties of Templary to those 
around you. While these events can be a great way to enjoy fellowship 
with friends and family, the combination of our distinctive uniforms and 
regalia, the beautiful ceremonies, and inspired Christian spiritualism 
celebrating the nativity of our Lord and Savior showcases all that is best 
in our magnanimous order.  
 
Finally, we should not take for granted the nearly universal name 
recognition that the Knights Templar have both within and without the 
fraternity. The mystique of the ancient order has captivated 
imaginations of writers and readers alike for centuries. The two 
centuries of our Grand Encampment also possesses its own unique aura 
and allure, whose ceremonies and traditions were carry forward to this 
day.  
 
As always, feel free to contact us. We are here to serve you. 
 
Fraternally,  

 
Ludwik J. Wodka 
Deputy Grand Commander 
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