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In order to keep you better informed of the happenings in the 

jurisdiction, I will dedicate a portion of this column to upcoming 

events. Below are our events for November and beyond: 

• Monday 4 November, Drill Team Practice, Portsmouth at 

6:30pm (all SKs are welcome) 

• Wednesday 13 November, Trinity Commandery, 

Manchester at 7:00pm (all SKs are welcome) 

• Sunday 1 December, Grand Commandery Christmas 

Observance, Concord at 1:00pm (all are welcome, semi-

public event) 

 

        Grace 
 

 How often have we all gone through the act of offering a 

grace or a blessing before a meal? Growing up Thanksgiving 

seemed to be the main time I remember this taking place. At my 

Grandmother’s house when all the family would be gathered 

together, she would often lead us in our prayer before we all would 

dig into our meal. But just what are we doing and why the term 

grace? 

 As we all know there are attributes used to describe divinity 

and the associated characteristics thereof. One of these is grace 

which is said to come from the Greek work Charis, which roughly 

translated means “kindness” or as you would expect grace. It is an 

act done freely, without any prior act or hope for reparation. We see 

this portrayed in much of the old and new testament, from the 

sparing of Isaac from Abraham’s potential sacrifice, the salvation 

of man (Noah) during the floods, and also in the story of Lazarus in 

the New Testament.  

Grace is one of the primary attributes and one we should all 

strive towards. Yet, true divine grace is not something we can  

  

  

do, but is something we receive. It’s the manifold blessing we are 

given. Obviously, with this connotation, it makes sense that we 

offer up our thanks for the graces which God has bestowed upon 

us, with the food we eat and the relationships we share. Really, it’s 

all in the name of the holiday, is it not? 

 This is the time of year to reflect on what in times past 

would have been a good harvest made possible by God, our 

families, and general stock in life. I won’t go back into the history 

of the holiday, as we did that last year. For our newer SKs who may 

not have been with us at that point, I would take a moment to let 

you know that past issues of the KT magazine and state 

supplements are available on the Grand Encampment website. 

 So, I encourage all of you to reflect on this past year, what 

you have been provide, and thank our divine creator.  

 

 On behalf of all the Grand Commandery officers, we wish 

you all a blessed and enjoyable Thanksgiving! 
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reminder, dates of events are always subject to change. We do 

have our York Rite Calendar posted on the website at 

https://nhyorkrite.org/calendars/ 
 

IHS, 

SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, DGC – Editor 
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