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Good Knights, 
At the will of our Grand Commander, I again off er some insight on profi ciency with 
movements and commands as directed in the Knight Templar Tactics Manual. We 
shall discuss in this installment commands and some minor sword work. 
While making a declaration in opening or closing the commandry, the Eminent Com-
mander should rise, draw his sword and assume the position of CROSS SWORDS. 
Th at is, the arm is extended at an approximate 45 degrees with no bend in the arm or 
wrist. Th e thumb should be facing upwards. When properly in the CROSS SWORDS 
position, the Commander will then speak, not during and not before the movement. 
Aft er giving the proper declaration, the Commander will come to the position of 
CARRY SWORDS. While at the position of CARRY SWORDS, the Commander may 
then give any other orders necessary. Th e point is not to talk during the movements. 
In fact, ALL Sir Knights should refrain from talking and moving around while at the 
position of ATTENTION. 
Stationary Orders and Commands are always carried out from the position of AT-
TENTION, except actually being called to Attention. It is usually best to face the 
Knights you are addressing. Th e tone of the command is animated, distinct and of 
loudness proportional to the number of to whom it is intended. Commands should 
be given with spirit as if announcing a grand deed!
If and when another person assumes command for some reason, that person should 
let the knights know they are in charge. Th is act is done by simply announcing to the 
Knights, “BY MY COMMAND” …of course aft er assuming the position of ATTEN-
TION. And as we all may make mistakes from time to time, it is not uncommon to 
give the wrong command. If you catch yourself making the wrong command early 
enough you can simple state, “AS YOU WERE”. Th is lets the Knights know to forget 
what you just said (cease movement). Th ey should resume the former position. 
All commands have a preparatory and a command of execution. As a matter of fact, 
some drill commands have more than one preparatory command. What! For ex-
ample, when executing a CROSS SWORDS movement, the commanding knight 
would say, FORM ARCH OF STEEL (Preparatory), CROSS (Also preparatory), and 
SWORDS (Command of execution). 
Preparatory commands describe what follows: FORWARD, RIGHT, CARRY, etc. 
Th ese should be enunciated distinctly with a rising infl ection at the end and in such 
a manner that the command of execution may be even more energetic. 

Most Preparatory Commands require no movement, and ALWAYS remember you 
are at Attention! Acceptable movements during preparatory commands are such as 
in forming an arch of steel; where at the command of CROSS (Present Sword), and at 
the command of SWORDS (Advance right foot and conduct a parry, one). Adversely, 
during a removal of the chapeau, at the command of Un-, no movement is made. 
Only during the command of COVER is the movement conducted with the left  hand. 
Oh yes, and it goes on your right shoulder.
Th e command of execution is done with a fi rm tone and brief. In the Tactics Man-
ual, preparatory commands are distinguished by small bold letters and commands 
of execution are in CAPITAL BOLD LETTERS. Examples of execution commands 
as referenced above are; MARCH, FACE, and SWORDS. Aft er the execution com-
mand is given, all knights should perform the movement in cadence with both the 
commands together. Cadence is the time between the preparatory command and the 
command of execution as if counting. Th e longer the time between the preparatory 
and execution commands; the slower the movement should be. Th e shorter the time, 
the quicker the movements. 
Sword movements made in unison and that are symmetrical are very, very impres-
sive. Here are a few tips. A parry, ONE movement is conducted as such; at the com-
mand of parry, get ready. At the command of ONE, raise and extend the arm, back 
of the hand to the left  and up, without changing the grasp, wrist as high as the head, 
the edge of the blade up. Th e arm and wrist are not bent but form in unison with the 
straightness of the sword. When engaging another knight in like manner it is like 
the crossing of swords movement. Remember that the swords should be crossed ap-
proximately six inches from the tips. If possible, have knights of same height paired 
together for ceremonial work. Th is lends a more symmetrical appearance. 
Finally, Sir Knights, I leave you with two more thoughts; when placing the sword tip 
on the ground during Order, SWORDS, the tip should be approximately six inches 
from and at a 45 degree angle from your right foot. Your hand should rest on the hilt. 
When kneeling, do it on your left  knee. Maintain you position by moving the left  foot 
approximately 24 inches to the rear and kneeling with the thigh erect.

Sir Knights and friends, there are so many movements and 
drills to learn which will impress even the skeptical non-
Mason. Take some time and review the Tactics Manual. And 
as always, your Grand Junior Warden is here to assist you. 
Th ank you for your time!

Courteously,

James D. Lamb,
Grand Junior Warden  
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