
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 
     As we continue with our theme for the year: Proclamation – Inspiration – 
Celebration,  
I’m sure you are aware of the meaning of Proclamation, but I’d like to share it 
with you, anyway.  
According to the dictionary—a Proclamation is a public or an official 
announcement of an important matter. It can also be an official declaration 
issued by a person of authority to make certain announcements known. 
     Let us make a Proclamation. This year, membership shall be one of our main 
objectives. We understand that membership is the vital part of the future of any 
organization. Therefore, we must find a way to promote Templary in New York 
State. I’d like to ask for all Sir Knights to make every effort to help grow our 
membership. As mentioned in the General Order No. 1, we should act upon the 
3Rs: Recruiting, Retaining and Restoring.  
     Recruiting: I am asking all Sir Knights to always carry a set of Templar 
applications with them especially when visiting a Royal Arch Chapter meeting or 
a Chapter function. I ask the same for Sir Knights who visit Cryptic Council 
activities. 
     Retaining: I am asking all the Commanders, Recorders and Sir Knights to 
come up with interesting programs for every conclave during the year. 
Examples could be talking about the Christian Pilgrims, informing all Sir Knights 
about our Charity programs (Knights Templar Eye Foundation, the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage, the Education Foundation and the Saint Bernard’s Society). We also 
have to inform all Knights that they will be presented with a shoulder cord at 
the Annual Conclave when they are first line signer for three or more qualified 
petitioners; the Grand Encampment awards membership jewel to the first line 
signers of ten petitioners or restorations or a combination of that. The qualified 
Knights should contact their Recorders whenever they do any of these. 
     Restoring: We should contact the Sir Knights who left the Order. A phone call 
may make them feel very well and cared for. Ask them why they left and how 
can we help them return to the Commandery. Ask them to come and celebrate 
the 900

th
 Anniversary with us this year.  

     The Grand Commander of New York and its Officers attended the Northeast 
Department Conference in Albany on September 7. One of the main points 
during the presentation was membership—how crucial it 

during the presentation was membership—how crucial it is to promote 
membership and education in our Commanderies. 
     I look forward to seeing you all during my travels throughout the State during 
the year. Please come and support our programs—specially the Zone Schools of 
Instruction and Seminars for the year presented by SK’s David Barkstedt, GG 
and Conrad Johnson, GCG. 
 

Zone  Commandery  Officer Date Location Time 

1 Nassau #73 Conrad 
Johnson 

October 
19, 2019 

Oyster 
Bay 

9:00 
AM 

2 Coeur de Lion 
#23 

Conrad 
Johnson 

January 
27, 2020 

NYC 7:30 
PM 

3 Cyprus #67 David 
Barkstedt 

January 9, 
2020 

Middleto
wn 

7:30 
PM 

4 St. George’s 
#37 

David 
Barkstedt 

November 
16, 2019 

Scottia 9:00 
AM 

5&7 Malta #21 David 
Barkstedt 

November 
14, 2019 

Endicott 7:30 
PM 

6 Central City 
#25 

David 
Barkstedt 

November 
15, 2019 

Liverpool 7:30 
PM 

8 DeMolay #22 Conrad 
Johnson 

November 
16, 2019 

S. 
Dansville 

9:00 
AM 

9 Batavia #34 Conrad 
Johnson 

October, 
10, 2019 

Attica 7:30 
PM 

 
Courteously and Fraternally, 
SK Yves Etienne, R.E.G.C. 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 
     It’s November already—a time when we’ll gather in the remaining harvest and feast at 
the Thanksgiving Table giving thanks to our Creator for all the blessings we have 
received. God works through us and other people to give us what we need. When we 
give thanks to God we are saying thank you for the food we get from the earth and for 
the help that we get from other hands. 
      I think that everyone should give thanks for the food we’ve received and the hands 
that have prepared it to God, but I’m sure there are other things to give God thanks for. 
Can you name some other things to God right now--how about family, friends, fraternity, 
knighthood. Should we not give thanks to God by generously giving food staples, clothing 
and other necessities to those less fortunate than us. Knights are called to defend 
innocent maidens, destitute widows and helpless orphans.  Why not then this “Thanks 
Giving” season reach out and make a difference either in our Commanderies or in our 
communities.  Christian Knights must be faithful to serving his Lord and Savior by serving 
others. Do a food or clothing drive and donate to your local cupboards to meet the needs 
of the needy in your midst.  
     Knights, let our thanksgiving be expressed not in feasting alone—but in sharing; not in 
passive enjoyment, but in participating service; not in an annual act, but in daily attitude. 
new york 19 18                                                                                                               november, 2019 

 


