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Greetings Sir Knights, 
 As November is a month to be thankful, let us recall why.  First, 
we need to keep in mind the Veterans who have sacrificed with the 
ultimate price for the liberties which you and I enjoy.   Second, we 
should to be thankful to live in a country that provides us with those 
liberties and the voice to say our piece and freely have a hand in electing 
our representatives.  Please, do your civic duty and vote.  It is your right, 
and you should be proud to use it. Thirdly, we should be thankful to 
have friends and family, brothers and companions and sir knights, to be 
near and have at hand for support and encouragement.   And lastly, we 
should be thankful to live in a land that permits us to love our Lord and 
with faith enjoy the strength and support we receive by openly 
confessing our belief.   
 I have asked each Sir Knight to continue to be an effective 
member of his Blue Lodge, and to promote our ideals to them with 
encouragement for them to not be stagnant but to enjoy more light.  
This is to be done, not to deter them from anything that they now do, 
but to give opportunity to obtain more lessons and deeper 
understanding.  It is my hope that this will not only aid the Blue Lodges, 
but also interest those members at looking at the Royal Arch as a 
stepping stone for further light. 
 I have also asked my committee members to share with 
messages to go to each Sir Knight and Commandery and I feel this is the 
perfect venue to present it. 
  I have also asked to be informed 2 months in advance for events 
that could also be inserted, please think of this.  On this note, I hope 
everyone that attended the NWYR Sessions in Boise had a good time and 
are preparing for their annual celebration of Christ in December. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
Ralph G. Winters 
Grand Commander 

Sir Knights, 
 As members of our exalted order, we cannot forget our origins. 
That’s correct, our ancient brethren of the Knights Templar who fought 
and died for Christianity in the Holy Land. Once a new initiate completed 
his training and was to be admitted into the Order, he was given the 
following oath: 
 Be without fear in the face of your enemies… 
 Be brave and upright that God my love you… 
 Speak the truth, even if it means to your death… 
 Safeguard the helpless and do no wrong… In my mind, the key 
of this oath is in bold lettering…Safeguard the helpless! Who can feel 
more helpless than the parents of a child or infant who has been told by 
specialists that their child has a sight threatening condition? 
 Enter the Knights Templar Eye Foundation! 

The Foundation dedicates its efforts to assisting in the 
improvement of sight in the pediatrics field. The mission statement of 
the Foundation: “To improve vision through research, education and 
supporting access to care”. 
 As State Director of the Eye Foundation of Oregon, I have, during 
my visits to our Commanderies, challenged the Knights present that of 
our (5) senses (sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch) – which sense 
would they, if asked, NOT surrender. The overwhelming answer was 
Sight. The Foundation advises the 80% of what we learn through the 
course of our lives we learn through sight. It also advises the 60% of 
blindness is preventable. I recommend that every Commandery have in 
its annual budget a line item for a donation to the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation in whatever amount it can afford.  Along with Commandery 
donations, individual/personal donations can also be made. Both 
Commandery and personnel donations should be sent to me so I can 
forward them to the Foundation office with proper paperwork so your 
Commandery receives proper credit. I have had the honor, with a group 
of several Knights to present a grant of $52,000 to the Jonas Eye Clinic in 
Portland. A couple years later, another group of Knights presented (3) 
grants totaling $152,000 Jonas Eye Clinic. The expressions on the faces of 
the doctors and interns present showed their gratitude. 
Our continued support is critical… 
Kevin Gladysz 
State Director - Knights Templar Eye Foundation of Oregon 
11173 SW Davies Rd. #309 
Beaverton, OR 97007 
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