
       

  At this, the close of the Grand Session of the York Rite of South 

Dakota, I am honored to have been Installed as your Right Eminent 

Grand Commander.   

 This month is the beginning of the Holidays.  Veteran's Day and 

Thanksgiving begin the season with reminders of gratitude for the armed 

services who have preserved our rights to our Constitutional 'Five 

Freedoms’ and supported the global endeavors to achieve similar status.  

We all may agree that the USA is not perfect, but in my opinion, it is 

better than any other place. 

 This year I encourage local Commanderies to continue improving 

their work in sword practice, ritual for the ten-man opening, drill 

practice and formation.  Schrader Commandery has added two more 

days each month for these purposes, giving more opportunities for 

engaging new Sir Knights, encouraging their involvement, and providing 

more fellowship among the members. 

 We should individually continue to ask our Lord for help and 

support in our quest for peace and happiness.  Pray for the success of 

our philanthropy, the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, 

as they work to improve the health of our fellow men. 

     

Right Eminent Grand Commander  

Knights Templar of SD 

Herb Cook 

(605)787-3486 

herbertcook@centurylink.net 

 

 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses row on row. 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
       Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, M.D. 
 
 “After World War I, the poppy flourished in Europe. Scientists 
attributed the growth to soils in France and Belgium becoming enriched 
with lime from the rubble left by the war. From the dirt and mud grew a 
beautiful red poppy. The red poppy came to symbolize the blood shed 
during battle following the publication of the wartime poem “In Flanders 
Fields.” 
 On September 27, 1920, the poppy became the official flower of 
The American Legion family to memorialize the soldiers who fought and 
died during the war. In 1924, the distribution of poppies became a 
national program of The American Legion.” 
            American Legion, “The Poppy Story” 
 
 November 11th was originally called Armistice Day to 
commemorate the end of World War I, “the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918. The name of the date was 
later changed in 1954 to Veteran’s Day to not only honor the veterans of 
World War I but of all wars. The significance of the Red Poppy and its 
connection to WWI also changed to signify the sacrifice of all service 
members have made, not only in WWI, but all wars. 
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