
           

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 
Education it is more than just academic knowledge, but also growth of 
character and social qualities. In the United States we believe that every child 
benefits from learning, and as we think forward to the future, it will be 
through such understanding that our country continues to prosper for our 
children, and their children. 
 
For those of us who remember being called home by a mother’s whistle, and 
with only four channels on the TV, we have seen the rapid pace of change in 
the world. Technology has been exploding, and in some areas doubling about 
every two years. Keeping up with this pace requires a certain aptitude, but also 
specialized learning, and these skills have never been more important than in 
today’s world. We have greatly benefited in areas such as communications, 
transportation and healthcare. 
 
The value of higher education is equally important to the individual.  It is 
estimated that a bachelor’s degree translates into 84% more earnings over a 
lifetime than a high school education, or approximately $32,000 per year. Yes, 
we know that there must be lifelong learning, but having this time of intense 
focus for a young adult mind is a unique and experiential opportunity.  
 
A great education helps us on our journey of life, learning the fundamentals of 
a craft, whether it be engineering, music, or discovering how to teach that next 
generation of students. Before we run, we must crawl- we must learn our 
fundamentals: Tim Duncan, Miles Davis and Albert Einstein all come to mind as 

giants in their fields. who had mastered the fundamentals of their 
professions. Malcolm Gladwell wrote in his 2008 book, “Outliers” that 
we need 10,000 hours of practice to become proficient. We have heard 
that “Practice makes perfect”- No, perfect practice makes perfect. It is 
deliberate practice to learn a skill. It is deliberate study to grow the 
mind.  
 
 
 
 

It is about learning to crawl before learning to walk. A good education 
will also teach what to pay attention to, where truth lies in the chaff of 
distractions, and how to find that truth and apply it to our lives. Today 
such formal education can be in the classroom, at a workshop, or even 
online from another country across the globe. It can be delivered 
through video, podcasts, class-room lectures, mentoring, or just with a 
tactile book in hand, late at night, curled up on the sofa or over the 
dining table. 
 
Our next generation needs to build on their knowledge and experience, 
brick by brick, book by book, experience by experience, until they 
master their craft. Unfortunately, the price of college has increased 
almost eight times faster than wages, with student loans making up a 
large component of non-housing debt. We, as Knights Templar, can 
help by giving grants for continuing education in a college or university. 
When you think of one of the many masonic charities to donate to, 
think of this investment into our future. 
 
If you know of a rising 3rd or 4th year student in advanced education, 
our committee will consider them without regard to age, race, religion, 
national origin, gender, or masonic ties or affiliation. The applicant 
must be a United States citizen and pursuing a four-year college 
degree. Areas of consideration for awarding this grant include financial 
need, academic achievement, work experience, community 
involvement and the application itself. You can download this 
application from the Virginia Knights Templar website homepage 
towards the bottom of the page under the button VA Ed. Fund. 
Application 2020. Applications and any attachments must arrive no 
later than March 17, 2020.  
 
Courteously, 
 
Sir Knight Joel T. Bundy 
 
Chair, Education Foundation Committee 
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