
 

Greetings, fellow Sir Knights in the jurisdiction of Washington, 

 

“Happy Thanksgiving!”  A wonderful time of the year when we  

reflect upon all that we have and all the good we have been blessed 

with in our lives.  It is a time for us to recall the venture that 35  

Pilgrims set out upon on 6 September 1620.  Initially, the ship  

named the “Speedwell”, was to accompany the “Mayflower” on the 

journey from England to the New World.  Unfortunately, it proved 

to be unseaworthy and the “Mayflower” made the journey on its  

own.  There was a total of 102 passengers, 35 Pilgrims  

accompanied by the crew and other passengers.  It was a stormy  

and difficult voyage.  This small band of Pilgrims was composed of  

men and women possessing great courage, unyielding  

determination and wills steadfast with unrelenting purpose.  They  

finally arrived at what is now known as Cape Cod, MA, on 9 

November 1620.  In December 1620, they settled at Plymouth,  

MA.  During that winter of 1620-1621, 47 of the 102 individuals  

who arrived in the New World died.  However, with the arrival of  

spring, things began to take a change for the better.  Appearing on  

the scene was a native Indian by the name of Samoset, a member of 

the Sagamore Tribe, who spoke perfect English.  Also, another  

native Indian named Tisquantum, better known as “Squanto”, made 

himself known to the Pilgrims.  “Squanto” was a Christian and  

also spoke English.  “Squanto” was a member of the Petuxet Tribe. 

Samoset and “Squanto” both provided assistance to the Pilgrims  

regarding the planting of corn, where to fish, where to hunt, and  

basically, how to survive in the New World.  The first harvest for  

the Pilgrims was a successful one.  The Pilgrims did not hesitate to  

celebrate the Blessing bestowed upon them by God, as to the  

bounty of their harvest.  They planned to celebrate with a feast and 
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invited the Chief of the Wampanoag Tribe, Chief Massasoit, to  

attend as their guest.  It is believed that the Thanksgiving feast  

happened between 21 September -9 November 1621, probably in  

October 1621.  The meal was for 140 people.  Chief Massasoit had  

brought with him 90 Indians, who had brought with them 5 dressed 

deer as a contribution to the meal.  The feast lasted for three days.  

Historical records show that only four women were available to  

prepare the meal, Elizabeth Hopkins, Eleanor Billington, Mary  

Brewster, and Suzanna Winslow. The first Thanksgiving feast was  

very successful.  It celebrated not only a bountiful harvest, but to 

thank God for helping them through the months of difficult and  

exhausting challenges, tribulations that seemed overwhelming, and  

for giving them the strength to maintain their beliefs and focus as to 

why they came to the New World.  When you celebrate 

Thanksgiving with your family, please take a moment to remember 

the Pilgrims, reflect upon their courage, their steadfastness of 

purpose, and their resolute belief in God, Jesus Christ, and  

the Holy Ghost.  Have a very Blessed Thanksgiving. 

 

The Supplement for December will be a special one.  I have 

requested the Grand Prelate, Sir Knight Ian Hyde, to prepare a  

special Christmas message in celebration of the birth of our  

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

May the Blessing of GOD, Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost be 

upon you and your families.  

 

“Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam” 

 

Sir Knight W. Gary Norton 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington 
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