
 

From the Apartment of the Grand Prelate Thanksgiving 2019  

Right Eminent Grand Commander Perry and Sir Knights all:  

 Psalm 95 -- "Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the 

Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him 

with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all 

gods..."  

 Psalm 100 -- "Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD 

with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God. 

It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 

and praise his name. For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his 

faithfulness continues through all generations."  

 Psalm 118:29 -- "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 

forever."  

 Psalm 103: 1-5 -- "Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise 

his holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits--who 

forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the 

pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with 

good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s."  

 Psalm 136:1-5 -- "Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love 

endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods. His love endures forever. Give 

thanks to the Lord of lords: His steadfast love endures forever. To him who alone 

does great wonders, His love endures forever. Who by his understanding made 

the heavens, His love endures forever, who spread out the earth upon the waters, 

His steadfast love endures forever.”  

 It has been said: Thanksgiving Day comes, by statute, once a year; to the 

honest man it comes as frequently as the heart of gratitude will allow.  

 Thanksgiving is an opportune time to give thanks to God. After your pre-

meal prayer, keep the day meaningful and humble with these words:  

 Let us thank God heartily as often as we pray that we have His Spirit in us to 

teach us to pray. Thanksgiving will draw our hearts out to God and keep us 

engaged with Him; it will take our attention from ourselves and give the Spirit 

room in our hearts.  

 Remember those who are content, those who mourn, those who are ill or 

troubled of body or mind, our friends and our enemies, those who are different 
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and especially those who serve and have served our county and those who have 

made the ultimate sacrifice:  

 Right Eminent Grand Commander Perry, I wish you, your family, friends, 

and all Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery of the State of West Virginia and 

Soldiers of Christ:  A joyful time of thanksgiving and fellowship and God bless 

you and keep you. Amen. 

 Benny E. Gurley (PC #15), Grand Prelate 
 

 

From the apartment of the Right Eminent Grand Commander  

Of Knights Templar of West Virginia.  

Sir Knight Vincent E. Perry.  

 Greetings to sir Knights and Ladies all. Since our last letter to you, so many 

things have taken place. First, we now have a new editor for our supplement, Amy 

Witschey. Send any items six weeks in advance to amyjoelle@hotmail.com.  

 Second, I attended the lawyers meeting in Wheeling concerning our 990 Tax 

situation and this was a very productive meeting. 

 Third, I attended Division 7 Inspection in Lewisburg, W.Va., and Wheeling 

#1 Inspection. I also attended Potomac Commandery Inspection. I attended the 

WV York Rite Festival held at Montgomery, W.Va., with all the Royal Arch 

degree and Commandery orders conferred in one day. This day was set up by SK 

Steven Wolfe, EGS and SK Tyler Perry, EGW. Sir Knight, this was a day to 

remember and we are hopeful we can continue this in the future. And if you missed 

the meal prepared by Mrs. Stacy Wolfe, you truly did miss out.  

 Finally, the last two events are extremely hard for your Grand Commander to 

report. On August 2nd I, with so many others, attended, in Lewisburg, the funeral 

of Nancy Coleman, spouse of PGC Jim Coleman. I express my most sincere 

thoughts and prayers to the Coleman family for their great loss. 

 On September 4th I received word from Lee West that our Eminent Grand 

Sword Bearer, SK Gary Tucker had passed to the celestial Lodge above. Sir Knight 

Tucker was also the Most Eminent Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of 

West Virginia. Sir Knight Tucker, at the family’s request, was afforded a Knight 

Templar Honor Guard at his funeral consisting of 28 Sir Knight in Full “Class A” 

uniform. And included a Knight Templar escort at the cemetery. The honor guard 

is very impressive to the general public and is the last honor we can give to our 

fallen Companions. My heart goes out to Lady Ladonna and their whole family.  

 And now until our next month’s message, May the blessings of heaven and 

earth abide with all Sir Knights wherever dispersed.  

 Fraternally yours;  

 Vincent E. Perry, Right Eminent Grand Commander of West Virginia 
 

 

Inspection Dates 

  November 16   Huntington 9 and Kanawha 4 

  November 23   Logan 26 
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