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GRAND PRELATE’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Grand Commandery Officers, and 
Sir Knights of Alabama: 
 

As we approach the celebration of the birth of the Prince of Peace, there is 
something with which we as His followers must remember clearly. When the 
angels announced the birth of Christ they said, “Glory to God in the highest, and 
peace on earth to men of good will.” To men of good will! Peace is a gift of God, 
but like all gifts it is meaningless unless it is accepted and appreciated. If we are 
not men of good will we automatically refuse that gift, and God does not force his 
gifts on anyone—we must choose to receive them. We are living in a world that is 
being torn apart by rage, hatred and ill will. It seems that these days peace is a rare 
commodity, not only among nations but also in societies and between people. Sad 
to say, there are many who have no peace in their own hears, and such people are 
incapable of extending peace to others. 
 

Of all the gifts God has given us, the greatest are life, intellect and freedom of 
will. We are free to accept Him or reject Him, and while He will put before us all 
the incentives to accept Him, he will also allow us to reject Him if we so choose. 
That is a dangerous choice, however, because we will be judged for it. We would 
not be Masons if we had made that choice, and we must regularly thank Him for 
the wisdom to choose as we did. God’s gift of intellect has little to do with 
intelligence. It is the willingness to appeal to reason with whatever degree of 
intelligence He has given us. Since its beginnings Freemasonry has valued reason 
as one of man’s greatest working tools, and we are admonished to use it well. We 
must think with our minds, not our feelings, and then temper our thoughts with 
our hearts. We have been taught never to daub with untempered mortar. As 
Masons it is also particularly incumbent on us to help others to make the choice to 
serve God—not by grabbing them by the collar and preaching at them, but y the 
way we live and the way we treat others. Saint Francis is credited with the 
admonition, “Preach the Gospel daily. If necessary, use words.” 
 

As followers of the Prince of Peace in a world that is starving for peace, let us 
particularly remember the promise of God through the angels, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and peace on earth to men of good will.” As Knights Templar we 
committed ourselves to our Savior, and this means that we must be not only 
warriors for him against evil, but also men of good will toward all mankind. When 
we live in that manner, as His messengers of peace, we will also know in our own 
hearts the Peace of God which passes all understanding, even in the midst of this 
world’s tumult.  
 

Merry Christmas to all, and God bless us, every one! 
 

Rev. Richard R. Losch 
Grand Prelate 
Grand Commandery of AL 
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RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER’S GHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
As we enter the Christmas season, I would like to thank our Grand 

Prelate SK Richard Losch, KCT for reminding us of the true gift of the season. 
We all are at fault in allowing ourselves to get caught up in the material world 
and sometimes lose sight of the real gifts in life.  We as Christian Knights 
should always pay particular attention to spread the Peace of God to all 
mankind, not only during this Christmas season but year round.  

The Christmas Observance is an important event in the life of our 
Commanderies and reminds us of the perfect gift which God gave to us in the 
birth of his son, our Blessed Redeemer.  

Lady Donna and I wish for you and your families a most joyous 
Christmas Season and it is our hope that you are able to share God’s perfect gift 
with your family and friends.  
Fraternally, 
James C McGee, KCT, KTCH 
Right Eminent Grand Commander  
 

THE NAIL 
As the story goes, they built a new church building and people came 

from far and wide to see it. They admired its beauty! Up on the roof, a little nail 
heard the people praising everything about the lovely structure-except the nail! 
No one even knew he was there, and he became angry and jealous. 

"If I am that insignificant, nobody will miss me if I quit!" So the nail 
then released its hold, slid down the roof, and fell in the mud. 

That night it rained and rained. Soon, the shingle that had no nail blew 
away, and the roof began to leak. The water streaked the walls and the beautiful 
murals. The plaster began to fall, the carpet was stained, and the pulpit Bible 
was ruined by water. All this because a little nail decided to quit! 

But what of the nail? While holding the shingle, it was obscure but it 
was also useful. Buried in the mud it was just as obscure, but now it was useless 
and would soon be eaten up by rust! 

The moral of the story-EVERY MEMBER IS IMPORTANT TO THE 
CHURCH! You may, like the nail, feel obscure at times, but just like the nail, 
your absence is felt. When you are not present for worship, in some way the 
body of Christ hurts. We are ALL a part of the Lord's ministry. 
 

-- Author Unknown 
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