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Sir Knights, I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and 
Happy New Year. I thought that you might find the following information of the original 
Templar dress of interest.
 The popularized ceremonial trappings used today by our fraternity are not 
authentic to the 12th century Order of the Temple of Solomon. The typical long white 
robes with large red crosses were actually invented by Freemasonry in the 15th century.
 The regalia of the original Templar Order was not decorative nor grandiose, but 
was designed to be purely functional, while preserving monastic simplicity. The robes of 
the knights, consisting of a tunic and cloak bearing the distinctive cross-paté, were not 
ceremonial garments but were the functional outer layer of their military uniforms. This 
was dictated by practical necessity because chainmail armour in the desert heat could 
rapidly heat to temperatures capable of burning into clothes or skin unless covered by 
cloth to shield it from direct sunlight.
 Despite numerous history books describing the classic Templar robes as white, 
as a matter of historical fact they were sand-colored, which in Old French was called bu-
rell. This was an appropriate desert camouflage and was to conceal dirt. Why the early 
Templar robes were perceived as being white was because in the bright sunlight of the 
Middle East, the light brown sand color of the uniforms appeared to be that color.  
 The trademark tunic and cloak bearing the red cross was not established 
until 1146 AD, by order of Pope Eugenius, 28 years after the Order was created. While 
distinctive, historians point out that this proved to be a major strategic disadvantage, as 
the red cross served as a bulls-eye for enemy arrows and lances. The wearing of large 
red crosses was abolished shortly thereafter. 
 There was a general prohibition on Knights wearing gilded or decorated 
armour (on both men and their horses). This was primarily to avoid appealing to one’s 
pride, to avoid envy, and for the practical reason that in battle, a greedy enemy would 
be more likely to attack a knight equipped with valuable armor than one protected by 
cheap steel.  When not in battle armour, Templars were expected to wear simple monk’s 
robes, of a solid black or brown color.  

Yours in Templary,
       SK Paul L. Chello
       Grand Commander 

Knight Templar Eye Foundation

 As we enter the Christmas season with its lights, decorations, and festivities, we are also 
entering the time of the year known for the giving of gifts. As we reflect upon the wonder-
ful gift that our Father in heaven gave to us—his son, our Lord and Savior, and the gifts of 
the magi to the baby Jesus, let us also remember the Knight Templar Eye Foundation.  The 
research being done by this organization helps to give the gift of eyesight to those in need. 
So please give as generously as you can to this worthwhile charity. Merry Christmas!

Craig R. Nelson, KCT
Grand Captain General

Thank You! Thank You!!  Thank You!!!

The 16th annual Congress of the Knight Patriot was held at Hamilton Commandery 
#5 on 18OCT.  We had over 50 attendees this year from all over the state of CT which 
included; MWGM Robinson, MEGHP McNeely, MPGM O’Neill, VEDGC Seamon and even 
a REPGC from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. As part of this year’s program we 
took up a collection to support Wreaths Across America, an organization which places 
Christmas wreaths on our veterans headstones throughout the world.  Between the 

funds raised and the round 
up program I promised, we 
are going to sponsor 40 
wreaths for the Connecticut 
Veterans Cemetery in Middle-
town.  We far exceeded my 
expectations!  Thank you for 
your support.
  SK Stu Drost

Past Grand Commander CT
NE Department Commander

And His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Prince of Peace

We celebrate the birth of Our Lord and Savior at this time with great joy and beautiful 
music.  Wouldn’t it be WONDERFUL if we were actually to listen to Him as COUNSELOR 
& the PRINCE of PEACE?  Can you think of any other period in modern history when we 
don’t need Him in those roles than right now?  With all the political unrest & violence, 
we need Our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ now more than ever before!

The divisions run so deep that we probably would not be able to bridge them and heal 
our hurts without His Love and Help!  Let us listen, then, with our hearts and souls-set 
aside our anger and angst and come together in peace and LOVE!

The Lord Bless you and Keep you and make His Face to shine upon you.
And the Blessings of God Almighty:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; be amongst 
you and remain with you always.  Amen.
A Blessed and Joyous Christmas Season to you and your loved ones!

Rev. & SK William E. Weisert II
Grand Prelate


