
  

these young leaders to see if new ideas can reinvigorate Commandery and 
the D.C. YR in general. First of all, dais officers are committing to finding 
programs to offer at meetings and at least two Commanderies have 
developed new member education programs. Second, they are challenging 
line officers and grand line officers to ask them what they are doing and how 
they are committed to their group. And, third, a big change is being tried 
which will group some chapters, councils, and Commanderies into clusters 
that meet on a common night at Masonic temple locations around the 
District, and that target a group of lodges that meet at that same temple. 
While the “cluster” concept is new and radical for D.C., it is actually an old 
system that is much in use in other parts of the country. It offers some 
distinct advantages. Most importantly, it selects one night per month which 
becomes “York Rite night” for its members. No longer is YR a three-night-a-
month obligation. The bodies in a cluster can work together on membership 
drives and seeing to it that a Mason has a (somewhat) speedy and logical 
progression from Mark Master to Templar. The cluster can opt for common 
leadership, particularly with treasurers and secretary/recorders, to greatly 
improve communications between the bodies. Dinners and programs can be 
shared.  The chapter, council, and Commandery in a cluster each remain a 
fully separate and distinct organization. There is also no required format for 
a cluster, so each cluster is free to figure out what works best for it, its 
bodies, and its companions and knights. 
A cluster has formed in Georgetown that selected the first Thursday of the 
month for York Rite. During 2018, each body has a quarterly stated meeting, 
and presiding officers have been fully cooperative in allowing an off-month 
body to hold a special meeting when needed. 
Meanwhile, a chapter and a Commandery on Capitol Hill are going to form a 
second Monday of the month cluster in 2019. They are seeking a Cryptic 
council to join with them. 
Early indications are that the cluster system is working well for the 
Georgetown cluster. They continue to tweak their operating model, and 
many changes are being suggested to facilitate their progress (they are 
looking at having both chapter and council meet on the same night during 
2019), especially with grand bodies’ codes. 
This system looks like a good option for D.C. Commanderies and the chapters 
and councils that feed into them. All of the bodies are encouraged to consider 
the plan and determine if it would be a good option for them and for York 
Rite Masonry. 
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A Blessed Advent 
to all Sir Knights and their Families! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
On September 26, the D.C. Commanderies created nine new Sir Knights in 
ceremonies at the Asylum in Naval Lodge Hall, in the presence of S. K. James W. 
Mitchell, Grand Commander of the District of Columbia. S.K. Mark Wright, EPC 
of Columbia No. 2, presided as eminent commander; S.K. Kenneth Fuller, REPGC 
and EPC of Washington No. 1, served as prelate, and S.K. Nicholas Sampogna, 
EPC of Potomac No. 3, served as order director. Special guests included S.K. 
Peter Brusoe, Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter R.A.M. of 
D.C. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 1  Semi-Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery 
Dec. 2  Advent begins 
Dec. 6  St. Nicholas’ Day and Christmas Libations, hosted by 
Potomac No. 3 
Dec. 9  Feast of the Immaculate Conception (transferred) 
Dec. 25 Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Dec. 27 St. John the Evangelist’s Day 

 

 

 

Growing Templary:  The Challenge of Modern York Rite 
Organizations in D.C. by S.K. Mark Wright, Grand Warder 

 
    Masonry in D.C. is unique. It is all in one small, 68-square-mile tract. D.C. 
has 43 lodges in the District proper, with both the Grand Lodges of Maryland 
and of Virginia operating lodges just across the D.C. line. The local Scottish 
Rite valley is unusual in that it meets weekly, rather than monthly or 
quarterly, and most active D.C. knights are also in Scottish Rite. The Grand 
Lodge has encouraged dual (if not multiple) memberships in affinity and in 
struggling lodges. Then, the York Rite comes along and asks its members to 
add three more monthly meetings to the mix.  In the past year or so, several 
young Templar leaders have been looking at the problems and challenges of 
membership and participation in D.C. York Rite, especially Commandery. 
Certain things have been glaringly apparent. There are too many meetings 
for D.C. Masons every month. YR leaders are involved in too many Masonic 
groups, and are unable to give their full attention and support to local or 
grand YR bodies. Then the Commandery-specific factors are added in, which   
Commandery.  Some exciting new solutions are being tried right now by 



  

 


