
 
Grand Prelate's Christmas Message 

 
  Greetings! Favored ones! The Lord is with thee!" 
     We have great good news. Our Lord was born on that first Christmas 
Day bringing with his the greatest good news possible, he can restore us 
to God.  
     "For nothing is impossible with God." These words could have been 
spoken to Sarah, Elizabeth and Mary. God promised that Sarah, age 90, 
and Abraham, age 100 would become the parents of Isaac when it was 
considered impossible for them to have children. Genesis 18:10 
     Elizabeth was barren and both she and Zechariah were well past the 
child bearing age when God sent Gabriel to Zechariah to announce that 
they were to have a child and to name him John.  Luke 1:13 
     While Elizabeth was in her sixth month of pregnancy, the angel 
Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to inform a 
virgin named Mary who was engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
that she was to have a child and to name him Jesus  Luke 1:31 
     Each of these three miracles tells us that God can do anything. That 
alone is good news. 
     During the Christmas season, we reflect upon the "Good News" 
announced by the angels to the shepherds.  Luke 2:9 
     What was the "Good News"? 
     A baby was born. That is not really news. Babies are born all the time. 
In some hospitals, when you hear the Brahms Lullaby you hear the good 
news that a baby has been born. 
     The Good News occasioned by the great chorus of angels is truly 
special. Nothing like this has happened before or since. God came to 
earth to provide the leadership and the sacrifice necessary to bring 
mankind back into a relationship with God. 
     This is so very exceptional that it has happened only once. 
      We say "It's a Miracle!" when a surgeon performs a delicate task on a 
brain and it is a miracle, but the miracles leading to the birth of Jesus are 
truly miracles because God intervened to bring them about. 
      May you have a joyous and miraculous Christmas season and year in 
2019. 
      Blessings on each and every one of you 
 
 Alvin Pressley Laird, Grand Prelate and Lady Jan. 
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To the Sir Knights and Ladies of the Grand Commandery of Illinois: 
 
     The Christmas Season brings us many joys. Many of us travel great 
distances to gather with family and friends. Just like at the first 
Christmas, we exchange gifts. And when they came into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew 2:11. 
The three gifts given by the wise men that night was not the greatest gift 
given. The greatest gift that night was the gift God gave to man. the 
birth of our savior Jesus Christ. 
 
     Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet. saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth as son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep 
did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 
And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he 
called his name JESUS. Matthew 1:22-25. 
 
     As we celebrate this Christmas with our family and friends, let us 
always remember the greatest gift given at the first Christmas. We, as 
Knights Templar, should always keep this most precious gift in our 
thoughts and actions. 
 
     On behalf of Sarah, Natalie and all the Grand Commandery Officers, 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas, . May God bless you and your family. 
 
Mark Allen Keagle, Grand Commander 

 
 
 


