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Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas! 

As you read this article it will soon be December 25, 2018. This is the 

time when the Christian religion began. Each year my home 

Commandery Mount Olivet #12 has a Christmas Observance in the 

evening of the third Friday of December. Traditional toasts are given 

and the Christmas Story is read from Luke 2 verses 1-14. 

There are two versions of the Christmas account in the New 

Testament. The first is in Matthew 2. The three wise men show up in 

Jerusalem and inquire of Herod if he has heard of the birth of a royal 

infant who will be King. The crafty King Herod then tells the Wise 

Men that when they have found the child to come and tell him so he 

can worship the child. The Wise Men find the Child in Bethlehem and 

fall down and worship him. The Wise Men give Him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. They depart by another way and do not 

reveal the location of the child to King Herod. Joseph moves the 

family to Egypt to protect Mary and the Child from Herod. Herod then 

kills every child under 2 years old in Bethlehem in order to try to 

eliminate the threat to his crown. 

The second account appears in Luke 2 verses 1-20. Joseph goes to 

Bethlehem to be taxed. He takes Mary with him. The town is so full 

that there is no place to stay. Joseph and Mary have to stay in a 

stable. Angels appear to some shepherds watching their flocks and 

tell the shepherds about the birth. Mary places the baby in a feed 

trough or manger in place of a crib. The angels tell the shepherds 

where to find the holy Child. The shepherds go and find the holy 

Child and worship him. Eight days later the child was named Jesus. 

This is a more idealistic account than the one in Matthew 2 that ends 

in the death of all the children in Bethlehem less than 2 years of age. 

As Knights Templar, we need to keep in mind that Christmas is 

about the birth of Jesus. We need to enjoy December 25 with our 

families and friends and keep the commercial side of Christmas in 

the background. I encourage all Sir Knights in Kansas to attend a 

Christmas Observance with the reading of the Christmas account of 

the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the World. 

Upcoming Events 

There has been a change in the Western State Easter Observance 

for 2019. The Observance will be in Denver, Colorado at the 

Denver Scottish Rite Consistory April 21, 2019. SK Jamie 

Carwell, VE Deputy Grand Commander, is making preliminary plans 

to attend to represent the Grand Commandery of Kansas. I plan on 

attending the Mid-America Easter Service in Kansas City. More 

information is to follow. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Fraternally yours, 

Sir Knight John T. Staton 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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