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 be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work! 

 

 

          
 

 

as Sir Knights need to express our thanks for what we, and our Commanderies have received. 

I hope you are thankful for the service our predecessors gave so that we can continue to 

regularly meet within our Asylums. Just as we sometimes now struggle, I’m sure these Sir 

Knights experienced difficulties along the way, yet they persevered and maintained our 

Commanderies for us and future generations. The Grand Commandery of Kentucky, originally 

known as a Grand Encampment is one hundred and seventy-one years old. We need to 

remember those that made this milestone possible and be thankful. Because, just as a farmer 

sowed seeds in the spring, hoping for a bountiful harvest in the fall, these Sir Knights sowed 

ideas and cultivated men hoping for a bountiful harvest of another kind. We are, in essence 

that harvest that they hoped for, so we need to be thankful to them for their efforts. 

This is also a good time to remember some of those individuals who were instrumental in 

preserving our Commanderies and our Grand Commandery. And while I am not trying to 

slight those who served earlier, my memory is limited to just the last 35 or 40 years. But, I 

remember and am thankful for Kent Berkley, Don Smith, Herb Sledd, Morrison Cooke, Les 

Black, Bill Hinton, Rodney Williams, Don Estes, Alan Winkenhofer and Mike Miller. They 

all served, not only their local Commanderies, but our Grand Commandery as well. Each of 

these Sir Knights had a positive and lasting effect on me. Sadly, only four of these Sir Knights 

remain with us today, and I am so very thankful for each of them. 

Let’s jump forward to today. Work is being done throughout Kentucky. Some of it is ritual in 

conferring the Orders. Some of it is instructional in sword and floor movements. And some is 

purely educational or visual for our communities to witness. All of this work is important if 

we want to continue to reap a bountiful harvest. Be thankful for those that are still here and 

still sowing ideas and cultivating men. Men who are willing to get their hands dirty and who 

will serve in any capacity to help bring in another bountiful harvest.  

Let us also be thankful for the current work being done. Ryan Commandry, Frankfort 

Commandery, Louisville DeMolay Commandery, Cynthiana Commandery, Newport 

Commandery, Marion Commandery, Covington Commandery and Richmond Commandery 

all have done work recently or are in the process of work and continue to Knight new Sir 

Knights. I am sure there are others that I’ve missed. Let’s all work together and help move 

Templar Masonry in Kentucky forward.  

Sir Knights, let us be thankful for the bounty that we have received, and that we continue to 

receive. Amen 

(Continued on Facing Page) 
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EDITOR-J. B. HITT   8110 SPRING ORCHARD  CT. 
LOUISVILLE 40218   jbhitt@att.net 

From The Grand Commander 

Sir Knights, 

As this time of year approaches, it seems only right and fitting that we 

pause and give thanks for our blessings and the bounty’s we have 

received. And while our thoughts naturally wander to our families and 

our personal health and wealth, I believe that we as Sir Knights need 

to express our thanks for what we, and our Commanderies have 

received. 

 

(From The Grand Commander) 

Upcoming events 

December 1
st
. National Guard Breakfast in Bardstown with Flag Presentation in full 

Templar uniform 

December 4
th

. Order of the Temple in Louisville at Louisville DeMolay Commandery 

December 6
th

. Christmas Observance at Shelby Commandery 

December 18
th

. Christmas Observance Louisville DeMolay Commandery 

December 20
th

 Christmas Observance at Frankfort Commandery 

Courteously, J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

ANNUAL INSPECTION CONCLASVE 
As noted above, Louisville-DeMolay Commandery will confer the Order of The Temple 
at their asylum at 1410 Gardiner Lane on Tuesday, December 4 in conjunction with 
their Grand Commandery inspection.  There is one Knight of Malta for sure and any 
other qualified knight is welcome to receive this order at this time.  The cast is in place 
but there is always room for others in uniform, or not.  There will be a member 
prepared dinner precedeing at 6:30 P.M. and all are welcome for that, as well.   

 
GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL 

Stephen A. Balke, PMIGM of New Mexico, has been appointed General Grand 
Recorder upon the resignation of RPC Bryan Belcher due to other activities requiring 
more of Companion Belcher’s time. 
The email address is ggcrec@gmail.com, and, will not change 

 
GRAND COUNCIL PRESENTATION 

At the Potentates Ball honouring Companion James Szofer held on October 20 at 
Kosair Shrine Center,  PMIGM Douglas Bunch, who is Chairman for CMMRF in 
Kentucky, presented a special plaque to Charities President Keith Inman 
acknowledging that Kosair Charities has been an ongoing contributor to Cryptic 
Masons Medical Research Foundation.  PMIGM Bunch is also High Priest and Prophet 
of Rizpah Shrine. 

GRAND CHAPTER PRESENTATION 
At the Grand Chapter Convocation on September 19, PGHP Thomas Bustle who is 
Chairman of RARA for Kentucky,  presented a special plaque to Companion H. I Stroth, 
Vice-Chairman of Kosair Charities acknowledging that Charities has been a major 
contributor to that philanthropy for several years.  Companion Stroth thanked the 
members for the recognition and gave a brief explanation of the reasons Charities felt 
the need to support Royal Arch Research Assistance. 

MASTER CRAFTSMAN PROGRAM 
The Valley of Louisville continues to utilize a group study program every fourth 
Sunday at 2 P.M. at the Scottish Rite Temple under the direction of Sir Knight 
Jim Bullis.  This study is a very valuable aid to learning what Freemasonry is 
meant to be, is free, and an enjoyable activity.  This study group has proved to 
be an excellent forum and I heartily recommend such activity to the other 
valleys.  This month’s date December 23 and SK Bullis has been adding the 
presentation of papers with discussion.  Since this is so close to Christmas, 
please check with Jim for confirmation.  Jim Bullis’ email is imbullis@att.net. 
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