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Merry Christmas! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

This month you will find two messages from two authors. I thank the efforts of 
SK Harry L. Tripp, Jr., Grand Captain General and Hospitaler Committee Chair 
for his efforts; thanks also to SK Dennis A. Abernathy, Grand Senior Warden, 
for his thoughts and contribution to this month's supplement. 

The month of December finds many of us in a controlled frenzy. We are clean-
ing up from our national day of Thanksgiving, preparing for the social event 
that has become Christmas, and all those things in between. But there is that 
aspect of Christmastide that I believe resonates deep inside each of us. It is 
the promise written in the prophecy of Jeremiah. The foretelling of a promise 
for future generations. The promise of a gift given freely with unbounded love 
to and for all of us. This prophecy, six centuries prior to the birth of the Re-
deemer, speaks to the faith of a people. A faith I believe that we, as Knights 
Templar, continue to profess to this day. 

Advent is the time to prepare that place within ourselves to renew our faith. 
That faith is rejuvenated by the writings of the prophets of old, the Evangelists, 
and the Apostles; and in the words, works, and signs of Jesus the Christ. As 
we mature, we lose or misplace the feelings of wonderment, of joy, and of 
awe. I guess that is one of the reasons why I like to watch smaller children in 
our congregation particularly during the Advent season. They have the fire in 
the belly, the zeal, and zest for life; and for me that is my renewal. May each 
of you, my Fraters, find that zest for life, that zeal of youth, and the wonder 
and awe that is given us freely, without reservation, by our blessed Redeemer. 

On behalf of your Hospitaler Committee and your Grand Commandery officers, 
I wish our most heartfelt thoughts to you and your family. May you have a 
peaceful and joyous Christmastide. May the blessing of our Lord and Savior be 
upon you now and throughout the year. 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men with whom he is pleased!’” (Luke 2:13-14 RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE HOSPITALER COMMITTEE 

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah. In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring forth for David; and he shall exe-
cute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’” (Jeremiah 33: 14-16 RSV) 

Today as Christian Knights we proclaim His Holy Name as our Savior and Lord. 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins. All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’).” (Matthew 1: 21-
23, RSV) 

God's hope for the world is our Light and the Light of Christmas is His Son. 
May you experience the love of Jesus this Christmas and all through the com-
ing year. May the love of Jesus kindle a flame in your heart that brightens your 
world! 

Sir Knight Harry L. Tripp, Jr., Chairman, Hospitaler Committee 

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS 

I love giving gifts at Christmas, but sometimes I wonder if Christmas has gone 
too commercial. Giving gifts to friends and family is a tradition. The Magi pre-
sented gifts to Mary after she gave birth to Jesus Christ. The gifts were gold to 
help her financially, frankincense to create a better aroma in the manger, and 
myrrh (a medication) to help her cope with the post-natal pain of childbirth. 
The gifts were appreciated though they were not requested. When my children 
and grand children visit my home during the Yuletide season, they say to me, 
“Where are the presents?” It's almost like they feel a sense of entitlement. 

The greatest gift we have ever received is God's eternal and unconditional 
love. As Knights Templar, this is a gift that we should share with everyone. If 
we truly give it, then we will receive it back many times over. This gift has no 
price. We should practice giving love every day to all of God’s children. 

God’s second greatest gift, in my opinion, is the birth of his Son, Jesus of 
Nazareth, who provided for us a pathway to redemption and Heaven. We cele-
brate the coming of Christ in December of each year, but we practice the ideals 
of loving God, our families, our neighbors, and our fraternity on a daily basis. 
We need to instill these ideals into the younger generations, so that in the fu-
ture they will ask, “What can I give?” rather than “What can I get.” 

Sir Knight Dennis A. Abernathy, Grand Senior Warden 

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

From Russell and Debbie Hanson :-)
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