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IMPORTANT DATES
December   1 –  St. Jude Conclave Red Cross of Constantine, Annual Meeting, Meridian
December   7 – Meridian Scottish Rite Pancake Day, Masonic Center, Meridian
December 25 – Christmas observance, Cyrene Commandery No. 9, Meridian, 11:00 A.M.
December 27 – Meridian area Installation of Lodge Officers at Masonic Center, 7:00 P.M.
December 28 – Installation of Officers, Columbus Lodge No. 5, Columbus, 7:00 P.M.
December 29 – Installation of Officers, Sturgis/Beth Eden Lodges , at Sturgis No. 365

         7:00 P.M.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
2018

Once again we come to that time of year when we celebrate the birth of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all the glory and honor He had in
Heaven with the Father and came into this world to be born in a cattle stall to a
common working class family. Have you ever wondered why we celebrate the birth
of our Lord on December 25th? There’s nothing in the Bible that would even indicate
that Jesus was born on December 25. In fact, there’s much in the New Testament
narratives that would indicate that it didn’t occur during that time of year. It just so
happens that on the twenty-fifth of December in the Roman Empire at that time there
was a pagan holiday that was linked to mystery religions. The pagans celebrated
their festival on December 25. Christians at that time didn’t want to participate in
that celebration, and so they said, “While everybody else is celebrating this pagan
thing we’re going to have our own celebration. We’re going to celebrate the thing
that’s most important in our lives, the incarnation of God, the birth of Jesus Christ.
So this is going to be a time of joyous festivities, of celebration and worship of our
God and King.” So,  from that time until the present day, December 25th is recognized
by most of the world as the Christmas Holiday. As we all know, His birth was
prophesied throughout the Old Testament, beginning all the way back to the book
of Genesis. The book of Isaiah gives more specific details of the event in Chapter 7
where he says: “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call  his name Immanuel.” And in Chapter 9
he says: “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given: and the government
will be upon His shoulders. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God , Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government
and peace, there will be no end.” Jesus Christ is that Son so let us focus our attention
on Him as we celebrate His birth this year.
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                     Unto Us A Child is Born, Unto Us A Son Is Given

Merry Christmas to you all!


