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Grand Commander’s Message 
 
Christian Greetings, Sir Knights 
 
The Christmas season is upon us, and for Christians it is absolutely a 
wondrous time of the year.  With Christmas comes the many wonderful 
family traditions; sharing our good fortune, watching Rudolph the Red-
nosed Reindeer and A Charlie Brown Christmas, family dinners, and time 
away from work.  As October ends, the songs on the radio and the bells 
at the Salvation Army kettles play on.  Just the thought of Christmas 
warms the heart of even the most greedy and stingy Grinch.  There is a 
chill in the air and the chance to reminisce on the past year with family 
and dear ones brings a smile. 
 
Hopefully, you have many of these fond memories in your life and you 
have played a successful role in perpetuating them in others.  However, 
when being nestled all snug in your bed with visions of sugar plums 
dancing in your head, let us not forget the true reason for the season.  
We are commemorating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Like everything else in today’s world, there are those who do not see 
beyond the material side of this blessed holiday.  Some suggest that we 
should not celebrate because it is a pagan festival or it will offend other 
religions.  Those who study Constantine bring into question the date for 
the holiday.  The chatter of the world serves no other purpose than to 
drown out the joy. 
 
According to the Gospel of Luke, God sent a multitude of angels who 
were praising God and announced the birth of Jesus to a number of 
shepherds.  God was celebrating the first Christmas; it was His gift of 
love to each one of us.   
 
of connecting with God in a regular and intentional way.   
 
 

 

In our country, everyone has the freedom to celebrate Christmas in their 
own way.  Why do I commemorate Christmas?  Because God has blessed 
me with the opportunity to spread the light of God to a world in 
darkness. How I wish we could celebrate Christmas all year. 
 
Everyone can share the light of Christ through small and meaningful acts 
of service. 
 

 Invite others to attend a Christmas Eve service with your family. 
 Show a random act of kindness to a stranger. 

 Spread cheer with someone you know who emotionally needs 
your help. 

 Share your family’s Christmas traditions with others. 
 Talk to children about the meaning of Christmas. 

 Volunteer in a homeless shelter. 

 Participate in the tradition of a Christmas Observance. 
 Gather gifts to cheer and support the Widows or the Oxford 

Home. 
The list goes on and on… 
 
I feel blessed that we belong to a Masonic body that professes 
Christianity. While many in the world pause to remember God’s only Son 
at Christmas, Sir Knights live to serve in His name every day.  Through 
our commitment to each other and to our community, we shine Light on 
those who may need it most.   
 
“Each of us is of infinite value, and each of us has the ability to make a 
profound difference in the lives we touch.  We leave our most 
profoundly positive impact on those around us by the nature of our lives 
and the example we set -not by how busy we are, or how important we 
believe we are.” - Jonathan Lockwood Huie 
 
In His Service,  
 

David C. Ladd 
Grand Commander 
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